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“And  sitting  down,  they  watched  him  there” 


This  is  one  of  the  10  living  scenes  from  “The  Following,”  to  80.  About  5000  were  expected  to  attend  the  program.  Props 

portraying  the  last  week  of  Jesus’  life  on  earth.  The  program  include  live  animals,  120  clay  pots,  and  80  cedar  trees.  (Tim 

is  an  annual  event  at  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson,  with  220  Nicholas  photo) 
cast  members  (plus  80  more  workers)  ranging  in  age  from  6 


Saturday,  April  18 

9:00  a.m.  Replace  “Sunshine  Factory”  with  “Easter  Is.” 

Benji  and  his  dog  Waldo  find  out  the  true  meaning  of  Easter. 
Animated  cartoon.  Lutheran  Television. 

12:00  Noon  In  Concert  special  —  ‘The  Witness” 

The  life  of  Christ  told  through  contemporary  musical  drama  from 
the  view  of  Peter,  played  by  Jerry  McGrath,  Christian  recording 
and  concert  artist.  Music  and  lyrics  by  Jimmy  and  Carol  Owens. 
1 : 00  p.m.  Replace  “Country  Crossroads”  with  “Joy  Comes  in  the  Morning.” 
Sunday,  April  19 

2:30  p.m.  s  Replace  “Sunday  Selection”  with  “Bright  New  Wings.” 

Ragan  Courtney,  Cynthia  Clawson,  and  Jeanette  Clift  George  star 
in  a  retelling  of  the  life  of  Christ  set  in  the  old  west.  Music  and 
*'  words  of  Ragan  Courtney. 

Since  March  22,  ACTS  has  been  running  the  5-part  series,  “Yeshua.”  (Sundays 
only) 

Sunday,  April  12  (Part  II) 

“Yeshua :  Bread  of  Sacrifice”  —  This  episode  includes  a  dramatic 
portrayal  of  the  chain  of  events  as  Jesus’  life  draws  to  a  close, 
and  he  begins  to  prepare  his  followers  for  his  sacrifice.  This  ends 
with  the  triumphal  entry  into  Jerusalem. 

Sunday,  April  19  (Part  III) 

“Yeshua :  Ripples  of  Darkness,  Waves  of  Light”  —  The  torture, 
execution,  burial,  and  resurrection  of  Christ  is  re-enacted.  The 
mystery  and  scientific  evidence  surrounding  the  Shroud  of  Turin 
is  explored.  The  series  ends  in  a  20th  century  perspective  with 
Christ’s  words,  “Peace,  shalom.” 


Cope  Schedule 


Mon.,  April  20 

CD 

Frank  Minirth 

Psychiatric  Disorders 

CP 

Frank  Minirth 

Psychiatric  Disorders 

Tues.,  April  21 

CD 

Beverly  Runyon 

Parenting 

CP 

Ron  Rose 

Common  Sense  Discipline 

Wed.,  April  22 

CD 

Jim  Wilson  _ 

Obsessive-Compulsive 

Behavior 

CP 

Dan  McGee 

Anxiety  &  Panic  Attacks 

Thurs.,  April  23 

CD 

Ben  Loring 

Open  Lines 

CP 

CD  =  DAY  COPE 

CP  =NIGHT  COPE 

Ben  Loring 

Open  Lines 

Hitchhiker  from  Brazil  becomes  missionary 


By  Eric  Miller 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Arnold 
Pessoa  is  a  missionary  at  last  — 
after  hitchhiking  from  Brazil  to 
Itexas  and  attending  college  for  a 
decade. 

God  called  Pessoa  to  the  United 
States  to  attend  college,  but  getting 
there  took  three  years  and  plenty 
of  prayer,  he  says.  He  spent  nights 
alone  in  the  jungle  and  among 
Indians. 

He  was  stranded  on  a  boat  in  the 
ocean,  almost  stampeded  by  a 
herd  of  cattle,  and  nearly 
assaulted  by  a  group  of  angry  men. 

He  encountered  persecution  but 
also  blessings,  because  along  the 
way  he  preached  and  led  Colom¬ 
bians,  Nicaraguans,  and  Mexicans 
to  know  Jesus  Christ. 

Seventeen  years  have  passed 
since  Pessoa,  41,  Fust  set  out  for  the 
United  States.  Now  he  has  a 
bachelor’s  degree,  a  master  of 
divinity  degree,  and  a  wife,  Lucy, 
37,  whom  he  met  in  Texas.  They 
have  two  sons,  Valerian,  8,  and 
Ismael,  4. 

The  Pessoas  were  appointed  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  in  December  1986  as 
missionaries  to  Colombia,  where 


he  will  work  as  a  general 
evangelist.  They  recently  com¬ 
pleted  missionary  orientation  in 
Rockville,  Va. 

His  journey  to  the  United  States 
started  with  an  airplane  ride  to  the 
Brazil-Venezuela  border.  There  he 
began  walking  along  a  road  with  a 
backpack  containing  a  blanket, 
shirts,  pants,  food,  a  notebook,  and 
a  Bible. 

After  two  days  of  walking,  he 
discovered  the  road  ended.  He 
headed  back  to  Brazil,  sleeping  in 
the  jungle  at  night  and  keeping  a 
campfire  going  to  scare  off 
animals.  Out  of  food,  he  observed 
monkeys  and  ate  what  they  ate 

He  spent  a  night  with  an  Indian 
tribe  in  Venezuela,  staying  in  a  tent 
provided  by  the  Indians  That 
night,  one  of  the  men  sang  and 
danced  around  his  tent.  Thinking 
the  Indian  might  attack  him, 
Pessoa  crouched  in  the  ient  for 
hours,  ready  to  dash  into  the  jungle 
if  an  attack  occurred. 

The  next  day  Pessoa  asked  a 
woman  who  was  teaching  Spanish 
to  the  tribe  about  the  Indian’s  ac¬ 
tions.  She  explained  he  was  only 
expressing  his  happiness  in  having 
Pessoa  as  a  guest. 


Along  the  way  he  met  several 
people  who  helped  with  his 
transportation.  A  wealthy 
Brazilian  woman  bought  a  plane 
ticket  for  him  to  San  Andres 
Island,  off  the  coast  of  Nicaragua. 
A  doctor  running  for  a  political  of¬ 
fice  on  the  island  gave  him  some 
vitamins  and  a  ride  on  a  boat 
bound  for  Panama.  But  the  engine 
broke  down  and  the  boat  drifted  all 
night  until  mechanics  repaired  it 
the  next  morning. 

In  Panama  a  secret  service  man 
guarding  the  home  of  the  nation’s 
vice  president  allowed  him  to  have 
a  word  with  the  vice  president  and 
Pessoa  got  a  free  pass  on  a  bus  that 
took  him  to  Costa  Rica. 

Always,  he  watched  for  oppor 
tunities  to  preach.  Often  he  got 
mixed  results.  One  time  he  was 
preaching  in  a  small  town  in  Mex¬ 
ico  when  a  Catholic  priest  and  20 
men  stormed  the  building.  He  told 
the  men  God  would  judge  them  if 
they  stopped  the  service  They  left, 
but  later  as  he  walked  from  the 
building,  10  men  confronted  him  to 
assault  him. 

“I  approached  them  and  I  put 
my  hand  inside  my  coat  to  take  out 
some  tracts,”  Pessoa  •  recalls. 


“They  thought  I  was  taking  out  a 
gun;  so  they  started  running  in  all 
directions.  They  left  10  bicycles." 

He  yelled  to  the  men,  “Please 
come  back.  I  have  some  tracts  for 
you.”  They  stopped  and  told  him 
they  were  angry  because  he  spoke 
“evil  against  the  saints.”  But  that 
night  at  a  worship  service  Pessoa 
conducted,  seven  of  the  men  ac¬ 
cepted  Christ  as  their  personal 
savior. 

A  Catholic  farmer  who  knew 
Pessoa  was  a  Protestant  preacher 
and  was  making  visits  in  the  area 
prepared  a  strong  greeting.  When 
Pessoa  arrived  at  the  man’s  home, 
the  farmer  opened  a  gate,  mounted 
a  horse,  and  drove  a  herd  of  cattle 
straight  toward  him.  Pessoa 
leaped  to  the  side,  narrowly  escap¬ 
ing  the  stampede. 

While  Pessoa  was  in  Mexico  try¬ 
ing  to  get  a  visa  to  the  United 
States,  his  wife  was  leaving  her 
home  country  of  Cuba. 

All  Cubans  leaving  the  country 
were  required  by  Fidel  Castro  to 
work  for  the  government  without 
pay  for  nine  months.  Each  day  she 
and  about  300  women  were  hauled 
on  trucks  to  fields  where  they  pick¬ 
ed  veget 


P-m. 

The  women  slept  in  army  bar  ] 
racks  and  received  meager  meals 
“It  was  like  punishment  because 
we  wanted  to  leave  the  country,” 
she  says.  ,  _ 

Once  in  the  United  States,  she 
worked  in  a  New  York  factory  for 
a  year.  But  she  wanted  to  prepare 
“to  serve  the  Lord  in  a  better  way" 
and  enrolled  in  the  Mexican  Bap¬ 
tist  Bible  Institute  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas  There  she  met  Pessoa,  and 
they  were  married. 

He  has  been  the  pastor  of 
Spanish-speaking  churches  in  Hart 
and  Divine,  Itexas  And  he  was  the 
pastor  of  churches  in  Morton,  I 
Texas,  and  San  Francisco.  While  I 
they  were  attending  missions  con-  I 
ferences  at  Glorieta  Baptist  Con-  I 
ference  Center  in  New  Mexico,  the  I 
Pessoas  felt  a  definite  call  to  the  | 
mission  field  as  they  talked  to  I 
missionaries. 

Looking  back  at  his  three-year  I 
journey  to  the  United  States,  I 
Pessoa  says,  “I  always  prayed  and  I 
I  never  stopped  reading  my  Bible.  I 
That  kept  my  strength  and  faith  in  I 
God.”  I 

f  writes  for  the  FIVIB. 
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Editorials  .  .  .  by  Don  McGregor 
Not  the  way  prayer  works 


Recently  the  Jackson  Clarion 
Ledger  printed  a  story  to  the  effect 
that  33  state  senators  had  backed  a 
*  resolution  in  the  Senate  calling  for 
organized  prayer  being  allowed  in 
public  schools. 

There  are  only  19  more  senators. 

Let  is  be  understood  right  from  the 
first  that  this  paper  stands  solidly  on 
the  principle  that  prayer  is  necessary 
and  effective.  This  paper  also  stands 
on  the  principle  that  the  Lord  pointed 
out  that  prayer  needs  to  be  uttered  in 
the  name  of  Christ,  our  redeemer.  It 
was  his  sacrifice  on  the  cross  that 
changed  the  method  of  prayer  from  a 
condition  demanding  sacrifices  over 
and  over  to  our  condition  under  grace 
with  the  Sacrifice  already  having  been 
made. 

But  prayer  in  public  schools  would 
open  up  a  lot  of  problems.  First,  it  is 
unconstitutional.  The  senators 
recognize  this.  Their  resolution  was 
made  in  an  attempt  to  get  Congress 
to  initiate  a  change  in  the 
Constitution. 

But  even  more  than  that,  it  is  bound 
to  be  offensive  to  a  sizeable  portion  of 
the  school  children.  “So  what?”  some¬ 
one  will  say.  “We  Christians  are  in  the 
majority.” 

TYue.  And  the  Mormons  are  in  the 
majority  in  Utah.  But  some  Christians 
live  there.  And  before  some  Mormons 
get  upset  about  a  distinction  between 
themselves  and  Christians  in  this 
piece,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  two 
concepts  of  Christianity  are  different 


Guest  opinion 


Much  of  the  hair  has  grayed  in 
Harperville  —  a  brilliant  silver  gray 
that  shines  bright  but  can  never  quite 
outshine  the  inner-brilliance  of  its 
owners. 

There  are  hot  many  young  people  in 
Harperville,  but  don’t  tell  that  to  the 
folks  who  live  there.  With  bright  eyes 
and  easy,  often  smiles,  they  still  have 
a  spring  in  their  step  —  be  they 
children  of  50,  60,  70,  or  80  years. 
Though  possessing  a  wisdom  that 
comes  only  with  age,  they  never  once 
consider  their  few  fond  decades  as  a 
reason  to  stop  living 

In  Harperville,  ‘neath  towering 
pines  which  reach  toward  heaven,  we 
live  the  lives  God  gave  us  to  the 
fullest;  and  we  are  thankful.  Nestled 
among  rolling  hills  dotted  with 
honeysuckle  and  ivy,  we  look  upon 
each  day  as  a  new  blessing  to  be 
cherished  and  appreciated. 

This  is  the  lesson  my  friends  and 
neighbors  have  taught  me.  I  thank 
God  for  them,  and  them  for  the 


But  what  if,  even  in  Mississippi,  the 
teacher  were  a  Jehovah’s  Witness. 
There  are  many  of  them  in  our  area. 
The  school  board  cannot  refuse  to  hire 
one  just  because  of  the  religion.  And 
the  Jehovah’s  Witnesses  certainly 
don’t  have  the  same  concept  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  that  we  do.  If  they  did,  they 
wouldn’t  be  coming  around  trying  to 
convert  us.  They  don’t  believe  in  the 
Trinity. 

There  is  more  than  an  average 
chance,  of  course,  that  the  teacher 
would  be  Baptist,  and  almost  a  sure¬ 
ty  that  the  teacher  would  be  of  an 
evangelical  faith.  But  what  about  the 
Jewish  children  in  the  room?  They 
can’t  believe  in  prayer  as  we  under¬ 
stand  it. 

We  Baptists  don’t  believe  in  prayer 
as  Catholics  sometimes  practice  it, 
particularly  with  the  concept  of 
depending  on  Mary  as  a  mediator. 
Along  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  there 
are  many  Catholics.  One  might  be  a 
teacher  in  a  public  schoolroom.  And 
there  might  be  Catholic  students  in 
the  school. 

We  believe  in  prayer.  We  have  seen 
and  felt  demonstrations  of  its  effec¬ 
tiveness.  But  the  public  school 
classroom  is  not  the  place  for  organiz¬ 
ed  prayer  efforts.  If  some  students 
want  to  meet  in  the  schoolroom  dur¬ 
ing  unstructured  periods,  such  as 
before  or  after  school,  and  pray,  they 
have  got  to  be  allowed  to  do  so.  The 
Constitution  says  that  also. 

The  students  can  pray  all  they  want 


•  • 

Ministry  at 

By  Chris 

strength  and  inspiration  they  daily, 
often  unknowing,  give. 

Two  churches  form  the  centerpiece 
of  a  quaint  little  village  mercifully 
spared  sophistication.  One  of  them  is 
Harperville  Baptist  Church,  my 
church,  the  place  in  this  whole  wide 
world  where  I  feel  closest  to  my  God. 

It  is  a  red  brick  structure  rising 
from  the  earth,  spectacular  to  our 
eyes,  though  maybe  not  the  most  spec¬ 
tacular  if  measured  by  worldly  stand¬ 
ards.  So  we  do  not  measure  by  these 
standards.  We  realize  that  people 
matter  more  than  buildings ;  a  church 
is  more  than  a  sanctuary. 

From  the  choir  loft  I  survey  the  con¬ 
gregation  and  notice  a  little  child 
resting  peacefully  against  his 
mother's  shoulder;  a  few  years  ago 
that  was  I.  There  is  never  anything  to 
fear  when  nestled  against  mother's 
shbulder 

I  am  a  novice  to  Harperville.  My 
family  adopted  it  five  years  ago  to 
escape  the  hustle  of  city  life;  that  was 


to  as  conditions  are  now.  They  can 
even  gather  in  groups  at  the  proper 
times  and  pray.  We  stumble  into  all 
sorts  of  dangers,  however,  when  we 
tell  the  teachers  that  they  can 
organize  the  prayer  times  and  can  tell 
the  students  when  to  pray  and  what 
to  pray  for. 

Their  concerns  might  not  match 
ours  at  all,  and  for  sure  they  are  not 
going  to  match  those  of  all  of  the 
students. 

It’s  better  to  leave  the  praying  up  to 
the  students'  initiative  as  far  as  public 
school  is  concerned  and  also  to  be 
practiced  at  home  and  at  church. 

It  is  true  that  legislative  sessions, 
football  games,  and  other  such  public 
functions  are  begun  with  prayer.  The 
question  of  prayer  at  public  institu¬ 
tions’  football  games  has  to  be  con¬ 
sidered.  It  is  not  a  practice  at  baseball 
games,  basketball  games,  and  track 
meets. 

The  Legislature  can  do  whatever  it 
wants  to  do.  And  if  some  members 
don’t  agree,  they  are  free  to  absent 
themselves  during  the  prayer  time. 

The  public  school  students  have  no 
such  freedom.  They  are  expected  to 
be  in  attendance.  The  law  tells  them 
they  must  be  there.  If  prayer  were 
authorized,  they  would  be  forced  to 
participate  whether  they  wanted  to  or 
not. 

That  is  not  the  way  prayer  works. 

Some  dear  friends  are  among  those 
who  signed  the  resolution,  and  their 
(Continued  on  page  10) 


Harperville 

Gilmer 

the  best  decision  my  parents  ever 
made. 

What  is  more  special  is  how  the  peo¬ 
ple  adopted  us,  as  they  do  all 
newcomers ;  there  are  no  strangers  in 
Harperville 

I  spend  a  large  portion  of  my  time 
working  and  studying  at  college;  and 
though  I  realize  the  necessity,  Harper¬ 
ville  gets  harder  to  leave  each  time 
my  visit  is  over.  It  is  so  much  more 
than  just  a  place  to  live;  it  is  a  way 
to  live  —  a  slow-paced,  blessed 
reprieve  in  a  computerized,  concrete 
world. 

I  accepted  Christ  as  my  Savior 
years  before  I  joined  the  Harperville 
church,  but  my  faith,  my  commitment 
and  purpose  blossomed  in  the  coun¬ 
try  setting  from  a  tightly  closed  bud 
into  an  open  flower,  a  flower  which 
opens  a  little  more  each  day. 

Maybe  it  was  just  the  normal 
growth  process,  but  I  know  in  my 
heart  that  the  place  and  its  people 
were  the  incentive  for  that  growth. 


The  Easter  message 


Easter  is  a  time  for  reflecting  on  the 
resurrection,  the  event  that  is  the 
capstone  for  Christianity. 

With  the  crucifixion,  the  plan  of 
salvation  was  completed.  With  the 
resurrection  came  the  assurance  of 
the  resurrection  also  of  all  of  the 
saints. 

With  the  crucifixion  the  sacrifice 
was  made,  and  man  would  no  longer 
have  to  depend  on  a  sacrifice  that  he 


I  believe  God  led  my  family  to  this 
community  and  this  church,  and  I 
long  for  the  day,  be  it  his  will,  when 
I  can  return  permanently  to  build  a 
home  and  rear  a  family  in  an  unspoil¬ 
ed  corner  of  nature. 

And  it  is  my  fondest  hope  that  after 
living  a  life  as  full  as  those  describ¬ 
ed,  I  can  be  laid  to  rest  in  the  shadow 
of  that  church,  underneath  the  velve¬ 
ty  green  grass  of  the  cemetary,  where 
the  air  hangs  thick  with  the 
springtime  scent  of  magnolias. 

No  matter  to  what  grand  places  I 
travel,  Harperville  will  forever  be  my 
greenest  of  valleys,  for  me  the  closest 
place  to  heaven  that  this  world  has  to 
offer. 

Chris  Gilmer  is  a  senior  journalism 
student  at  the  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  at  Hattiesburg.  This  piece 
was  written  in  connection  with  his 
class  work.  Dan  Thompson  is  pastor 
of  Harperville  Church. 


would  have  to  provide  for  himself  in 
order  to  find  redemption.  The  Lord 
has  provided  the  sacrifice,  just  as  he 
did  for  Abraham  on  Mt.  Moriah.  The 
Lord  himself  became  the  sacrifice, 
and  he  was  the  only  one  who  could 
have  made  such  an  accomplishment. 

The  debt  of  sin  was  paid.  Man  could 
pay  it  again  if  he  so  chose,  but  it  had 
been  paid.  He  doesn’t  have  to  make 
the  payment  himself  if  he  accepts  the 
Lord’s  payment. 

With  the  revelation  of  the  Holy  of 
Holies  as  the  veil  of  the  temple  was 
split  from  top  to  bottom,  man  was 
given  direct  access  to  God.  He  would 
need  the  temporary  sacrifices  no 
longer. 

It  was  the  resurrection,  however, 
that  established  that  man  would  live 
again.  It  was  the  resurrection  that 
brought  joy  to  the  hearts  of  the 
followers  of  Jesus  and  still  brings  joy 
to  the  hearts  of  those  who  continue  to 
follow  him  to  this  day. 

And  Blaster  is  the  time  that  the 
Christian  world  takes  time  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  resurrection. 

The  first  Easter  announcement 
was  made  by  an  angel  to  a  group  of 
women  at  the  empty  tomb.  From  that 
small  start  and  from  that  day  until 
this,  that  message,  “He  is  risen,”  has 
reverberated  around  the  world. 

And  that  is  how  we  can  best  con¬ 
tinue  the  impact  of  the  first  Easter. 
We  must  continue  to  spread  the  word 
throughout  the  world:  He  is  risen.  The 
sacrifice  has  been  made  The  debt  has 
been  paid.  The  way  to  the  throne  of 
God  has  been  opened  up.  And  the 
resurrection  of  the  saints  has  been 
assured. 

Easter  is  our  time  of  reflection  and 
determination  to  get  the  message 
delivered. 
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Jordanian  government 
buys  Baptist  Hospital 


AJLOUN,  Jordan  (BP)  —  The  Contributing  to  the  drop  in  patients 
IQP^  • •  hospital  that  inaugurated  Baptist  is  the  Jordanian  government’s  policy 

work  in  Jordan  35  years  ago  closed  of  providing  free  health  care,  although 
Published  Since  1877  March  1  but  is  expected  to  reopen  the  nearest  government  hospitals  are 

more  than  an  hour  away.  The  govern¬ 
ment  had  announced  plans  to  open  a 
24-hour  diagnostic  medical  clinic  in 
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soon  under  the  direction  of  the  Jorda 
nian  government. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  completed  the  $1.5  million  Ajloun. 

sale  of  Baptist  Hospital  at  Ajloun  to  Baptist  Hospital  is  not  the  only 
the  Jordanian  government  in  March,  private  facility  in  Jordan  to  face  dif- 

It  was  the  only  hospital  capable  of  Tw°years  ago,  Queen 

full  emergency  care  in  Ajloun,  a  city  Al,a  Hospital,  a  private  250-bed  facih- 

of  6,000  people.  But  government  of-  y;  °£fr!ed  10  Amman  1)01  ,l  closed  ,n 
ficials  have  said  they  intend  to  reopen  a  ®  Ffb™f.ry  , 
the  hospital  as  quickly  as  possible,  aP  1S  Hospital  had  65  full-time 
probably  sometime  in  April,  said  eJnP*dyees»  15  with  more  than  20  years 
Isam  Ballenger,  the  board’s  vice  ol  service  It  appears  they  will  con- 
president  for  Europe,  the  Middle  Elast  L,nHe  worklIlg  at  the  hosPital  ” 

and  North  Africa.  a  en^  ^aid  ... 

At  least  three  veteran  missionanes 
Disappointment  lingers  among  Jor-  wyj  remain  involved  with  the  hospital, 
danian  Baptists  over  the  sale,  John  and  Ruth  Roper  and  Violet  Popp. 
Ballenger  said.  But  he  believes  they  The  Jordanian  government  has  ac- 
have  faced  the  realities  which  have  cepted  the  volunteer  services  of 
made  (it)  reasonable  and  necessary  ”  Roper  a  surgeon,  and  Popp,  super- 
The  hospital  had  been  suffering  visor  of  in-service  training  of  nurses, 
from  a  declining  patient  load.  Its  August  Lovegren,  a  veteran  mis- 
capacity  was  pared  down  from  50  to  sionary  surgeon,  and  his  wife,  Alta 
30  beds  in  1978.  Even  so,  the  average  Lee,  are  to  retire  later  this  year, 
inpatient  load  was  15  to  20.  Last  year.  Missionaries  Charles  and  Nancy 
the  hospital  treated  nearly  2,500  inpa-  Browning  will  remain  in  Jordan.  He 
tients  and  9,750  outpatients.  •  (Continued  on  page  4) 


Home  Board  elects 
Lewis  as  president 


By  Dan  Martin 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  By  a  vote  of 
52-15,  Larry  L.  Lewis  of  Hannibal,  Mo., 
was  elected  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  during 
a  special  called  meeting  April  10. 

Lewis,  52,  president  of  800-student 
Hannibal-LaGrange  College,  was  the 
unanimous  selection  of  the  seven- 
member  search  committee  that 
presented  its  recommendation  at  the 
two-hour  called  session  of  the 
84-member  board. 

Lewis,  a  former  home  missionary 
and  church  planter,  will  assume  office 
June  1,  succeeding  William  G.  Tanner, 
who  left  the  HMB  presidency  in  June 
of  1986  to  become  executive  director 
of  the  Baptist  General  Convention  of 
Oklahoma. 

The  college  president,  who  also  has 
been  a  pastor  and  staff  member  for 
a  state  Baptist  convention,  was 
elected  on  a  roll-call  vote  after  efforts 
to  cast  a  secret  ballot  had  failed  38-20. 

Orris  Bullock,  pastor  of  Fort  Foote 
Baptist  Church  of  Fort  Washington, 

Md.,  urged  the  secret  ballot  “in  the 
light  of  the  importance  of  this  deci¬ 
sion.” 

O.S.  Hawkins,  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla., 
supported  the  roll  call  vote,  saying, 

“Let  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  say  so.” 

Troy  Morrison,  search  committee 
chairman  and  director  of  church- 
minister  relations  for  the  Alabama 
Baptist  Convention,  called  the 
unanimity  of  the  diverse  search  com¬ 
mittee  “a  miracle.”  members  of  the  board.” 

The  committee  that  selected  Lewis  Morrison  said  the  seven  members, 
was  named  in  August,  after  directors  plus  HMB  Chairman  Clark  Hutchin- 
voted  40-36  to  ask  a  previous  commit-  son,  who  functioned  as  a  voting  ex- 
tee  to  resign  and  be  replaced  by  a  officio  member  of  the  search  commit- 
group  “that  will  give  fair  representa-  tee,  met  12  times  for  more  than  600 
tion  and  proper  balance  to  all  hours  in  their  search  to  seek  a  suc- 


Financing  of  the  Cooperative  Pro-  fully  fund  the  budget  voted  in  last 
gram  through  gifts  from  Mississippi  year’s  Mississippi  Baptist  Con- 
Baptist  churches  totaled  $4,466,350  at  vention. 

the  end  of  March,  according  to  Earl  The  three  month  total  is  $12,464 
Kelly,  executive  secretary-treasurer  higher  than  for  the  same  period  of 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  1986.  And  the  March  amount  of 
Board.  $1,270,906  is  $89,273  higher  than  that 

This  is  a  first  quarter  total  $71,150  given  in  March  of  1986. 
under  the  pro  rata  amount  needed  to  Total  budget  for  1987  is  $18,150,000. 


Foundation  director 
Harold  Kitchens  dies 


Larry  Lewis  is  the  newly-elected  15th  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board.  (HMB  photo  by  Paul  Obregon.) 


-pv  1  _  A  native  of  Eminence,  Ky.,  Kit- 

Peace  group  reworks  report 

master  of  divinity  degree  from 
By  Dan  Martin  r»  ~  Southern  Seminary.  Louisville  Ky  He 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  The  before  any  report  could  be  released  He  noted  a  “lion’s  share"  of  the  did'  post-graduate  work  at  New- 
Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  Peace  to  the  Convention,”  said  Chairman  work  in  formulating  the  preliminary  Orleans  Seminary  and  was  awarded 
Committee  worked  on  the  first  draft  Charles  Fuller  of  Roanoke,  Va.  draft  was  done  by  the  drafting  sub-  the  honorary  doctor  of  divinity  degree 
of  its  report  to  the  1987  annual  “We  settled  on  receiving  the  committee  Chairman  Bill  Poe,  an  at-  from  Mississippi  College, 
meeting  of  the  SBC  during  its  14th  preliminary  draft,  registering  our  torney  from  Charlotte,  N.C.  Kitchings  was  pastor  of  First  Bap- 

meeting  April  2-3.  reaction  to  it,  and  establishing  two  He  adde(j  Poe  and  the  other  five  l‘st  Church-  Kosciusko,  Miss.,  from 

The  22-member  committee,  which  rather  thorough  premises  upon  which  members  of  the  subcommittee  “must  1965  unt*l  1976  when  he  became  ex 
was  created  in  1985 to  find  the  sources  the  next  draft  will  be  written,”  he  now  work  through  the  next  three  or  ecutive  of  the  Foundation.  He  was 
of  the  controversy  in  Hie  convention  added.  four  weeks  to  have  a  revised  and  pastor  of  University  Baptist  Church, 

and  to  make  recommendations  on  “Most  of  our  time  in  this  meeting  refined  draft  for  the  full  committee  to  Hattiesburg,  1959-65,  and  from  1956-59 
ways  to  solve  them,  sent  the  draft  was  divided  three  ways:  composing  review  May  4  ”  he  was  pastor  of  Holmesville  Baptist 

b&ck  to  the  subcommittee  and  set  a  premise  for  the  theological  recom-  '  Church,  McComb.  Earlier  ministry 

what  is  hoped  to  bp  the  final  meeting,  mendations  in  the  report,  composing  ^he  subcommittee  is  composed  of  positions  were  as  associate  pastor  at 

May  4,  in  Atlanta.  a  premise  for  the  political  recommen-  Poe  Jer^  Vines,  Jacksonville,  Fla.;  (jaston  Avenue  Baptist  Church, 

“It  was  uncertain  as  to  whether  we  dations,  and  evaluating  the  structure  Daniel  Vestal,  Midland,  Texas,  Dallas,  Tex.,  and  in  Jackson,  Miss., 
would  have  to  meet  again,  but  it  of  the  preliminary  draft  submitted  by  Albert  McClellan.  Nashville,  Tenn. ;  churches  at  Calvary  Baptist  and  at 
became  quite  apparent  early  that  the  drafting  subcommittee,”  Fuller  *  "UB*  Shreveport,  La.;  and  Ed  Daniel  Memorial  Baptist, 
another  meeting  would  be  necessary  said.  (Continued  on  page  13)  Active  in  denominational  affairs. 


(Continued  on  page  4) 


Harold  Kitchings 
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80  attend  spiritual  prep  retreat 


Small  groups  were  a  major  part  of  the  agenda  for  the  spiritual  preparation  retreat 
at  Lake  Tiak-O’Khata.  Shown  with  her  finger  to  his  cheek  is  Marcus  Finch,  pastor 
of  Oakland  Heights  Church,  Meridian,  and  chairman  of  the  Baptist  Record  Advisory 
Committee  To  Finch’s  left  is  Guy  Henderson,  Mississippi  Baptist  evangelism  director. 


A  spiritual  preparation  retreat  at  Lake  Tiak-O’Khata  near  Louisville  was  attended 
by  80  pastors,  directors  of  missions,  and  lay  people.  Leaders  in  the  retreat  were,  left 
to  right,  Guy  Henderson,  director  of  evangelism  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board;  Doyle  Pennington,  Home  Mission  Board;  Ira  Craft,  South  Carolina  layman; 
Sidney  Ellis,  layman  from  Greenville;  Grant  Shipp,  layman  from  Gautier;  and  Paul 
Harrell,  director  of  the  Brotherhood  Department  for  Mississippi  Baptists 


Harold  Kitchings  dies 

(Continued  from  page  3)  Kitchings  asked,  “Why  me  Lord?”  In 

Honors  included  being  named  in  the  answer,  he  wrote,  ‘The  trustees  han- 
first  edition  of  Who’s  Who  in  Religion,  die  the  business  affairs.  Since  my 
1976-77,  and  he  was  selected  as  primary  role  would  be  in  meeting  and 
Mississippi  College  alumnus  of  the  dealing  with  people,  I  know  I  love  peo- 
year  for  1985.  pie  Since  I  was  born  into  a  preacher's 

Kitchings  is  survived  by  his  wife,  family,  I  do  have  a  special  affinity  for 
the  former  Ann  Overstreet  of  Clinton,  preachers.  My  special  interest  in 
three  children :  Kathy  Nowell  of  Clin-  Christian  education  could  be  fulfilled 
ton,  Karen  Hitchcock  of  Mendenhall,  in  a  different  and  perhaps  more 
and  Hal  Kitchings  of  Jackson;  sister,  lasting  manner  in  this  role.” 

Grace  Hannah  of  Atlanta ;  brothers,  He  added,  “The  Baptist  Foundation 
Atley  Kitchings  of  Birmingham,  John  is  not  on  the  sidelines  watching  the 
Kitchings  of  Jackson,  and  Ben  Kit-  game.  It  is  at  the_yery  heart  of  mis- 
chings  of  Long  Beach,  Miss.,  and  six  sions  around  the'world.” 
grandchildren.  A  memorial  fund  in  Kitchings’ 

In  notes  he  wrote  when  being  name  has  been  established  at  the 
elected  to  the  Foundation  position,  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation. 

Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Apr.  19-25  Baptist  Doctrine  Week  (CT  Emphasis  in  every -church) 

Apr.  20  State  Bible  Drills;  FBC,  Gulfport/Harrisburg  BC,  Tupelo;  3-4:30 
p.m.  (CT) 

Apr.  21  State  Bible  Drills;  FBC,  Starkville/FBC,  Laurel/FBC,  Olive 
Branch;  3-4:30  p.m.  (CT) 

Apr.  23  State  Bible  Drills;  FBC,  McComb/FBC,  Batesville;  3-4:30  p.m. 
(CT) 

Apr.  23-24  Associational  WMU  Officers  Retreat;  CampGaraywa;  5:30p.m. 
23rd-12:30  p.m.,  24th  (WMU) 

Apr.  24  State  Bible  Drills;  FBC,  Meridian/FBC,  Greenville;  3-4:30  p.m. 
(CD 

Apr.  24-25  Associational  WMU  Officers  Retreat;  Camp  Garaywa;  5:30  p.m  ., 
24th-12:30  p.m.,  2Sth  (WMU) 

Apr.  24-25  Interpreters'  Workshops;  Baptist  Building,  7  p.m.,  24th-3  p.m  , 
25th  (CoMi) 

Apr.  25  State  Bible  Drills,  Alta  Woods  BC,  Jackson/Broadmoor  BC, 
Jackson;  1:30-3  p.m.  (CT) 
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inerrancy  conference 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  All  BTN  subscribers  should  receive  Joel  Gregory, -pastor  of  Travis  Avenue 
Although  accommodations  for  the  a  letter  detailing  the  offer,  Denney  Baptist  Church  here,  and  Russell 
Conference  on  Biblical  Inerrancy  at  said.  The  enclosed  reply  card  must  be  Newport,  vocalist  from  Springfield, 
Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Baptist  Conference  returned  to  the  telecommunications  Mo. 

Center  May  4-7  are  nearly  full,  department  by  April  24.  Gregory  said  he  would  preach  “a 

thousands  of  other  Southern  Baptists  Current  estimates  are  for  at  least  biblical  message  on  the  Word  of  God” 
will  be  able  to  view  the  event  at  their  1,000  people  to  attend  the  conference,  to  begin  the  conference, 
churches.  said  Gail  Mashburn  of  the  Ridgecrest  “Theological  discussions  should 

The  conference’s  general  sessions  staff  U>dging  at  ^e  conference  never  be  divorced  from  a  context  of 
will  be  offered  to  subscribers  of  the  center  *  almost  completely  reserved,  worship  and  commitment,  Gregory 
Baptist  Telecommunication  Network  she  reported.  said.  “This  vital  issue  must  not  be 

through  a  delayed  transmission,  said  More  SP34*  could  become  available  discussed  outside  a  commitment  to 
Joe  Denney,  manager  of  the  Southern  if  People  requesting  single  rooms  corporate  and  personal  devotion  to  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board’s  would  accept  roommates  Mashburn  Lord  whose  Word  it  is. 
telecommunications  department  said.  Anyone  registered  for  a  single  The  remaining  sessions  will  feature 

room  who  would  accept  a  roommate  addresses  by  evangelical  non- 
A  $75  fee  will  be  charged  to  cover  should  contact  Ridgecrest  Southern  Baptists  on  biblical  inerran- 
cost  of  production  and  transmission,  immediately.  cy,  responses  by  Southern  Baptists, 

he  said.  Videotapes  made  at  the  con-  Even  if  the  conference  center  books  and  small-group  seminars  led  by 
ference  center  will  be  sent  on  a  com-  all  its  rooms,  lodging  still  is  available  seminary  professors, 
mercial  flight  to  Nashville,  Ttenn.,  for  in  surrounding  areas,  Mashburn  said.  The  conference  is  sponsored  by  the 
satellite  transmission  from  the  Sun-  The  conference  will  begin  at  7  p.m.  six  Southern  Baptist  seminaries.  The 
day  School  Board.  May  4  with  a  worship  service  led  by  seminary  presidents  have  said  it  is  an 

^  attempt  to  bring  reconciliation  to  the 
K  otonn  r»nr»  novt  o  t  I  ongoing  denominational  theological/ 

l\a Lclllll  L  al  ±TJ-V><  political  controversy. 


Jordan’s  government 
buys  hospital 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

had  been  hospital  maintenance  super 
visor  and  will  assume  similar  duties 
for  the  Baptist  mission  in  Jordan. 

Three  missionaries  are  considering 
other  assignments:  John  Deal,  who 
has  been  the  hospital  administrator, 
and  his  wife,  Revonda,  and  Jana 
Caves,  a  medical  technologist. 

Baptist  presence  in  Ajloun  will  con¬ 
tinue  through  a  Baptist  church  and 
elementary  school  with  about  300 
students. 


piano 


Space  is  still  available  for 
conferences  at  Gulfshore 


Registration  for  summer  con-  dividual,  or  church  group;  number  of 
ferences  at  Gulfshore  Baptist  males,  females,  couples;  and 
Assembly,  Pass  Christian,  has  been  children’s  names  and  ages, 
underway  since  March  1.  Frank  Sim¬ 
mons,  Gulfshore  manager,  reports 
that  space  is  still  available  for  all 
types  of  conferences  except  Young 
Musicians,  July  17-21.  Other  con¬ 
ferences  are  nearing  capacity. 

Details  about  various  programs 
have  appeared  in  earlier  issues  of  the 
Baptist  Record  and  may  be  obtained 
by  contacting  sponsoring  depart¬ 
ments  at  the  Baptist  Building. 

“Mississippi  churches  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  act  quickly  as  out  of  state 
reservations  will  be  accepted  if  space 
is  available,”  said  Simmons. 

“Gulfshore  offers  the  local  churches 
an  excellent  opportunity  for  training, 
fellowship,  recreation  and  inspira¬ 
tion,”  he  added. 

Information  about  reservations 
may  be  obtained  by  contacting 
Gulfshore.  Groups  or  persons  wishing 
to  make  reservations  should  send  the 
following  information,  along  with 
reservation  deposit  of  $30  per  person, 
age  two  and  up:  Name  and  date  of 
conference,  whether  family,  in- 
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i^rana  new  oj 
confronts  CLC 


By  Marv  Knox 

CHARLOTTE.  N.C.  (BP) —An  age  —  “To  give  my  best  energies  to  Gospel  with  integrity  to  this  lost  and 
of  moral  crisis  and  disssatisfaction  "is  developing  ways  and  means  for  dying  world.  God  has  led  this  commis- 
a  marvelous  time  to  step  into  the  Southern  Baptists  in  all  walks  of  life  sion  to  elect  Dr.  Larrv  Baker  as  vour 
ministry”  of  the  Southern  Baptist  to  put  their  faith  to  work  ”  leader 

Christian  Life  Commission,  N.  Larry  Baker’s  response  to  the  task  he  “It  will  be  a  tragedy  of  the  highest 
Baker  said  during  his  installation  as  began  March  15  was  the  conclusion  of  order  if  we  do  not  join  hands  and 
the  fourth  executive  director  of  the  na-  “a  special,  sacred  moment."  said  C.W.  hearts  with  him,  his  staff  and  the  rest 
tional  efhics  agency  March  23.  Brister,  professor  of  pastoral  ministry  of  our  brothers  as  Southern  Baptists. 

"Our  nation  is  in  crisis,”  Baker  told  at  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  with  the  commitment  to  pray  for  each 
participants  in  the  commission’s  an-  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas  other.  love  each  other,  work  diligent- 
nual  seminar  in  Charlotte,  N.C.  Earlier  in  the  Installation  service,  lv  with  each  other  to  tackle  the  toueh 


■  are  in  epidemic  proportions  .  Integri  challenges  in  his  new  task  Brister 

ty  a  lost  commodity  .  The  social  urged  Baker  to 

problems  that  niagoe  are  complex  in  the  moral  development  of  children 

-  and  comprehensive.”  and  youth,”  develop  “ethical  in- 

But  the  Christian  Life  Commission  itiatives  in  all  structures  of  American 
hnnnTQ  r>oct  “will  not  join  the  religious  hand-  society,”  fight  evil  and  “challenge 

Vial  i\v  IUI  IUI  O  K0101  r'*  10  wringers  who  say  nothing  constructive  humankind  toward  righteousness,”  set 

James  C.  Reed,  academic  dean  at  Clarke  College,  presides  at  a  program  on  the  can  be  done  for  or  with  our  world,”  he  up  a  network  that  utilizes  Baptist 
Clarke  College  campus  honoring  the  seven  past  presidents  of  Clarke.  Other  program  insisted.  “God  calls  us  to  see  the  resources  and  the  aid  of  other  Chris- 
personalities  are,  left  to  right,  Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  possibilities,  seize  our  opportunities  in  tians.  protect  and  nurture  his  own 
Baptist  Convention  Board;  Bill  Steward,  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Bap-  faith  and  to  act  aggressively.  God  marriage  and  family,  “keep  faith  with 
tist  Education  Commission;  and  Lewis  Nobles,  president  of  Mississippi  College  Bar-  wants  us  to  take  hold  of  the  problems  your  friends  and  be  kind  to  your  foes” 
bara  and  Keith  Bennett  presented  special  music.  of  our  day  with  faith,  hope  and  love  —  and  work  hard  with  faith  in  God  and 

andplunge  in  to  do  what  we  can  with  confidence  of  Baptist  support 
him  to  solve  them.”  Baker  will  need  such  faith  and  con- 

Consequently,  the  commission  fidence  for  tackling  the  “integrity 
stands  on  the  threshold  of  “a  grand  crisis  in  the  American  church" 
new  opportunity,”  Baker  said.  "The-  described  by  Bob  R  Agee,  president 
day  in  which  we  minister  differs  from  of  Oklahoma  Baptist  University  in 
others  before.  We  will  strike  out  in  new  Shawnee,  who  delivered  the  installa- 
directions  in  response  to  our  call  and  tion  address 

under  the  impetus  of  God’s  Spirit.”  Agee  cited  recent  surveys  that 
"We  give  thanks  for  what  God  has  reveal  the  decline  of  morality  in 
done  in  the  past,  but  we  will  not  set-  America.  “Studies  show  that  there  is 

tie  there  or  enshrine  that;  rather,  we  very  little  difference  in  the  opinions 

commit  ourselves  to  be  our  best  in  and  behavior  of  the  churched  and  the 
pursuit  of  God’s  dream  for  us.  We  will  unchurched  on  a  wide  range  of  items, 
not  be  enslaved  to  a  past,  its  ap-  he  said.  And  although  Christians  are 
proaches  or  its  style;  rather,  we  will  “the  only  Bible  some  people  will  ever 
do  our  best  to  live  in  faithfulness  to  read,”  he  claimed  the  behavior  of 
God  in  our  new  day,  to  deal  with  issues  many  of  those  Christians  is  sending 
current  and  to  forge  approaches  that  “conflicting  signals"  to  non¬ 
make  it  possible  for  Southern  Baptists  Christians,  with  negative  results, 
to  respond  effectively  and  to  act  He  called  for  a  "new  agenda  for  the 
responsibly  in  our  world  "  church”  to  correct  America's  integri- 

Baker  said  he  begins  his  tenure  ty  crisis. 

“with  a  clear  sense  of  God’s  calling.”  The  first  point  on  that  agenda  is  a 
He  also  expressed  gratitude  for  the  rediscovery  of  what  the  Bible  say’s 
"shaping  vision  and  nurturing  life  of  about  "the  nature  and  function  of 
Southern  Baptists  "  and  reported  a  Christiansen  the  world  ”  This  includes 
sense  of  indebtedness  to  family,  a  priority  on  evangelism,  growth  in 
friends  and  fellow’  believers  in  Christ  Christ-likeness.  application  of  Scrip 
who  have  shared  his  Christian  ture  to  all  areas  of  life  and  ministry 
journey.  1  -  in  Jesus'  name,  he  explained 

The  new  ethics  leader  cited  as  a  Second,  he  urged  reaffirmation  ol 
model  for  ministry  the  life  of  Jesus  the  fundamentals  of  the  Christian 
youth  Christ  as  “the  way  to  which  we  are  faith.  "I  call  upon  all  of  us  to  get  back 
VES),  called  in  our  living.”  The  source  of  to  the  basics  of  our  faith  —  commit 
family  direction  for  his  life  “is  the  belief  that  ourselves  to  an  honest,  thorough  ex- 


The  seven  living  past  presidents  of  Clarke  College  were  honored  recently  by 
Mississippi  College  officials.  Clarke  is  now  a  division  of  Mississippi  College.  Six  of 
the  seven  former  presidents  were  present  Shown  (standing,  right)  receiving  his  award 
is  C.  Z.  Holland,  president  from  1935  until  1937.  The  other  former  presidents,  all  seated, 
are,  left  to  right,  A.  A.  Roebuck  (1931-35),  W  E.  Green  (1944-54),  W.  Lowery  Com¬ 
pere  (1955-77),  S.  L.  Harris  (1977-78),  and  A.  C.  Johnson  (1979-81)  Freeman  S.  May 
was  unable  to  attend.  Making  the  presentations  is  James  C.  Reed,  academic  dean 
at  Clarke 


Need  your  faith  strengthened? 
Who  doesn't?  That's  why  Elijah : 
Yfehweh  Is  My  God  has  been 
written. 

Elijah,  a  larger-than-life  charac¬ 
ter.  struggled  with  rejection,  de¬ 
pression.  and  fear  just  like  people 
do  today.  As  you  read  of  Elijah’s 
amazing  pilgrimage — from  his  first 
meeting  with  Ahab  until  he  was 
caught  up  into  heaven— you  will 
find  encouragement  in  his  victories 
and  feel  the  significance  of  his 
message  in  our  day 

Intriguing  chapters  include  "One 
of  God's  Little  Clouds,  ”  "God 
Always  Leaves  a  Remnant."  and 
“The  Surprising  God  Who  Goes  in 
Advance.” 

Pastors  and  teachers  will  find 
this  an  excellent  resource  for 
teaching  about  faith  and  layper¬ 
sons  will  find  identification  and 
assurance  in  the  life  of  Elijah 

Paperback.  $5.50 
G.  Avery  Lee.  author  of  The 
Glorious  Company,  resides  in  New 
Orleans.  Louisiana 


Crusader 


These  pictures  tell  the  story  of  a  day 
at  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  where 
more  than  500  1st  through  6th  grade 
Crusader  boys  participated  in  the 
Crusader  Day  rally  there.  Sponsored  by 
the  Brotherhood  Department,  the  day  in¬ 
cluded  missions  emphases,  athletic  I 
events,  and  RA  knowledge  (such  as  in  I 
knot-tying  and  Speak  Out).  Ben  Nash,  ' 
missionary  physician  to  Ghana,  is  pic¬ 
tured  (beating  drum),  as  is  Mrs.  Sharber 
Smith,  ventriloquist,  who,  along  with  her 
magician  and  Shady  Grove,  Heidelberg, 
pastor  husband,  entertained  the  children 
with  Christian-oriented  messages.  Winn¬ 
ing  the  best  chapter  award  (pictured)  was 
Immanuel  Church,  Greenwood,  David 
Smith,  RA  director.  Second  place  was 
First  Church,  Amory,  Travis  Murray  and  * 
Ken  Holmes,  directors.  (Photos  by  Tim  -1 
Nicholas) 
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Chapel  plays  vital  role  at 
Southern  Baptist  colleges 


Thursday.  April  ^6,  1987 


Devotional - 

Resurrection  victory 


NASHVILLE,  Ttenn.  (BP)  —  Chapel  Sam  B.  Carothers,  campus  minister 
may  not  be  the  most  popular  event  at  Meredith  College  in  Raleigh,  N.C., 
among  college  students,  but  it  still  said  his  school  is  committed  to  a 
plays  a  vital  role  at  Southern  Baptist  voluntary  weekly  worship  experience 

opposed  to  required  chapels. 
‘While  there  are  times  when  I  wish  I 
require  all  students  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  particular  service,  this 


because  it  brings  “a  sense  of  com¬ 
munity”  to  the  institution. 

Robert  M.  Newell,  dean  of  religious 
affairs  at  Houston  Baptist  University, 
said  compulsory  chapel  “provides  one 
of  the  few  opportunities  for  the  cam¬ 
pus  community  to  convene”  This  is 
especially  important,  he  noted,  for 
colleges  which  have  a  large  percen¬ 
tage  of  commuting  students. 

Another  positive  benefit  of  chapel, 
according  to  the  survey,  is  some 
students  would  not  hear  the  message 
of  Christ  otherwise.  Hugh  R.  Mathis, 
assistant  vice  president  for  public 
relations  at  Palm  Beach  Atlantic  Col¬ 
lege  in  West  Palm  Beach,  Fla.,  said, 

“From  my  perspective,  the  value  of 
chapel  is  that  it  allows  students  who  all  celebrations  —  the  hope  of  life  after  deal 
are  not  Christians  the  opportunity  ta  hope!  What  a  Victory!  “But  thanks  be  to 
receive  a  Christian  witness.”  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ( I  Cor.  15:57) 

Clyde  Fant,  dean  of  the  chapel  at-  on  Easter  morning  and  every  morning  an< 

SSS  UMnl:rUy  in  De^nd:MFla  >  For  that  victory  we  should  open  our  hearts 
ech^d  Mathis  remarks.  Many  in  spring  and  show  forth  his  klory.  For  fha 

Uvin8 as  mornin«  sui'sh'"'  F»r  <*>*  ™ 
auena  cnapei  wno  win  not  attend  wor-  hirrtc  vnr  that 


I  By  Alvis  K.  Cooper 

"O  death,  where  is  thy  sting?  O  grave  where  is  thy  victory?  (I  Cor.  15:55)." 
Easter  is  the  Christian's  Fourth  of  July.  Which  celebration  could  be  greater 
than  the  celebration  of  resurrection?  In  my  opinion,  none.  It  is  the  greatest 
event  in  time.  It  was  the  hope  of  those  who  lived  before  it  occurred.  It  is  the 

■blessed  hope  of  all  those  who  have  lived  thereafter. 

It  is  the  celebration  of  God’s  gracious  giving.  “For  God 
so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that 
whosoever  believe th  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life  (John  3:161.’* 

God’s  gift  was  his  son’s  dying  on  a  cross  for  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Whosoever.  His  gift  of  resurrection  life  rose  out  of  extreme 
suffering  and  shame  for  the  sins  of  all. 

He  made  a  way  for  undeserving  sinners  through  death. 


colleges  and  universities,  according  to  as 
a  recent  study. 

The  survey,  conducted  for  The  could 

Southern  Baptist  Educator,  a  publica-  f‘  _ m _ ^ _ 

tion  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Education  would  violate*  the  spirit  of  Christian 

Commission,  polled  college  officials  worship,”  he  said. 

responsible  for  chapel  or  convocation  Monroe  M  ^  coUege  mmister 

services  on  their  campuses  The  col-  at  Gardner-Webb  Collegein  Boiling 
lege  leaders  answered  several  basic  SDrines  N  c  wherp  _T 

sh^0",'  thc,hprm;id  5X Zrsxz 

regarding  chapel  is  the  percephon  of 

•22P.  aT*.  .  aw  .  the  event.  “It  is  a  general  lightning 
Students  do  not  realize  the  value  rod.  for  dissatisfaction,”  he  wrote, 
of  chapel  until  they  have  been  out  of  _ 

college  for  a  few  years,”  said  Van  D.  ®ne  camPus  minister  pointed  to 
Quick,  vice  president  for  student  per-  problems  in  conveying  a  positive  im- 
sonnel  at  Mississippi  College.  a8e  of  required  chapel.”  “It  is  difficult 

“I  feel  that  our  chapel  programs  are  to  Promote  a  positive  image  of  chapel 
one  of  the  unique  qualities  of  sine©  it  s  required,  therefore  we  real- 
Mississippi  College  that  makes  us  dif-  ^  ^*ne  UP  6°°d  speakers  or 

ferent,”  said  Quick.  “I  believe  that  one  music”  said  Sandy  Wilkerson,  cam- 
30-minute  religious  program,  and  minister  at  Judson  College  in 
some  weeks  two,  is  very  little  to  re-  Marion,  Ala. 
quire  of  students  attending  a  Baptist  Wilkerson  said  another  problem  is 
college.”  conflict  between  administrators  and 

Nearly  80  percent  of  the  51  Southern  students  regarding  chapel  programs : 
Baptist  senior  and  junior  colleges  re-  “Administration  wants  formal  wor- 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Race  relations 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved 
under  all  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed 
letters  will  be  used,  but  the  writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld. 


The  pastor’s  side 


Editor: 

In  response  to  “Finished  Work,” 
allow  me  to  share  a  couple  of  obser¬ 
vations.  My  heart  was  grieved  as  I 
read  this  letter  because  it  did  not  take 
much  imagination  to  wonder  if  some 
of  my  church  members  may  have 
written  such  a  letter.  Why  does  a 
pastor  stay?  Yes,  sometimes  it  may  be 
due  to  comfort . . .  family  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  area,  salary,  and  yes,  to  keep 
from  dealing  with  a  sense  of  failure. 
But  most  of  the  time  I  believe  it  is 
because  God  has  not  decided  any 
given  man’s  ministry  is  finished. 
Often  one’s  perspective  makes  the  dif¬ 
ference  The  minister  may  know  of 
several  situations  where  ministry  is 
not  finished. 

But  what  really  hurt  more  in  the  let¬ 
ter  was  the  attitude  that  often  per¬ 
vades  our  churches  ...  the  ministry 
is  left  to  the  pastor  or  minister.  Let’s 
replace  the  pastor  so  a  person  can  be 
won  to  Christ,  or  a  family  visited 
might  come.  Perhaps  God  is  waiting 
on  that  church  member  to  share  about 
his  personal  faith  in  Christ  to  that  lost 
soul,  or  maybe  God  is  waiting  for  con¬ 
cerned  Sunday  School  teachers  and 
church  members  to  visit  that  family 


to  let  them  know  that  they  are 
welcome  at  our  church.  No  one  man 
will  ever  get  all  the  families,  or  even 
church  families,  in  a  given  communi¬ 
ty  to  church.  Changing  pastors  every 
two  years  will  not  accomplish  the 
Great  Commission,  but  the  whole 
Body  working  together  can. 

One  last  observation.  If  the  church 
is  so  close  to  death  that  buzzards  are 
flying  over  it,  I  seriously  doubt  one 
man  is  the  cause.  A  searching  of  the 
hearts  of  all  by  the  Holy  Spirit  is  what 
is  needed,  not  a  staff  change.  The 
multitude  grumbled  against  Moses, 
the  majority  vote,  if  you  will ;  but  they 
were  mistaken.  May  your  advice  be 
heeded,  prayer  for  and  by  the  pastor 
is  the  key  to  life  and  renewal.  “Re¬ 
pent  . . .  that  times  of  refreshing  may 
come  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord.” 
Acts  3:19. 

,  Name  withheld 
by  request 

Johnston  Station  history 

Editor: 

The  Johnston  Station  Historical 
Committee  is  seeking  information  and 
pictures  about  former  school  teachers 
who  taught  at  Johnston  Station  Con¬ 


solidated  school. 

A  Historical  room  is  in  the  planning 
at  the  building  that  once  was  used  as 
the  school.  The  Johnston  Station  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  owns  the  building  and  we 
plan  to  work  toward  a  church  and 
community  center. 

The  former  superintendents  are  as 
follows : 

Mr.  L.  S.  Montgomery,  ?  Carraway, 
A.  S.  Minton,  R.  S.  Haggett,  C.  P. 
Wells,  Wendell  Lewis,  V.  0.  Powell, 
Leonard  Blackwell,  Prentiss  Stewart, 
L.  W.  Simmons,  J.  B.  Henley  and  Q. 
McCormick. 

We  have  located  families  of  some  of 
these,  others  we  have  not.  Can  you 
help  us?  Information  about  other 
teachers  is  needed. 

Bob  Davis,  pastor 

Laverne  Brown,  Committee 
chairman 

Johnston  Station  Baptist 
Church 

Route  4,  Box  80- B 

Summit,  MS  39666 

Church  identification 

Editor: 

I  was  pleased  to  have  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  make  connections  with  you  in  the 
SBC  press  room  last  June  Thank  you, 
again,  for  placing  me  on  the  mailing 
list  of  The  Baptist  Record.  I  began  to 
receive  the  Mississippi  state  paper  the 
following  month,  after  our  exchange 
in  Atlanta.  It  has  been  very  important 
and  meaningful  to  have  this  contact 
with  my  home  state  convention  while 
in  seminary  training. 

Thank  you,  in  particular,  for  runn¬ 


ing  David  Wilkinsons  article  “Chur¬ 
ches  Urged  to  ‘Gear  Up,'  Fight  Pover¬ 
ty  in  Appalachia"  during  the  month 
of  February.  'I  was  delighted  for  the 
awareness  and  challenge  offered  by 
this  article  for  Mississipi  baptists  and 
to  our  whole  denomination.  Indeed, 
statistics  would  show  that,  there  is  as 
much  a  need  for  a  “war  or  poverty" 
today  in  Appalachia  as  there  ever  has 
been.  Several  counties  in  Mississippi 
are  included  in  the  13  state  region 
defined  as  Appalachia,  this  should  be 
a  real  and  upfront  concern  for  Bap¬ 
tist  churches,  indeed  all  churches  in 
our  state. 

The  church  needs  desperately  to  re¬ 
identify  itself  as  a  crucial  link  in  the 
helping  profession  for  those  who  ex¬ 
ist  on  the  margin  of  our  affluent  socie¬ 
ty  in  these  United  States.  As  federal 
cutbacks  in  welfare  and  related  areas 
continue  to  escalate,  many  will  have 
nowhere  else  to  turn.  How  tragic  it  is 
that  the  church  is  not  the  first  place 
our  society  feels  it  can  turn  for  help 
in  the  midst  of  oppression  and 
marginalization  by  the  world  struc¬ 
tures  that  sap  their  very  validity  as 
human  beings;  children  of  God.  This 
should  be  the  case  if  the  church  is  who 
she  claims  to  be! 

I  pray  that  Mississippi  Baptists  will 
see  with  new  eyes  the  opportunity, 
yea.  the  responsibility  to  implement 
the  mandate  of  Matthew  25:31-46  as  a 
crucial  part  of  what  it  means  to  be 
church.  For,  this  mandate  is  an  essen¬ 
tial  part  of  the  great  commission 
issued  to  the  church  in  Matthew 
28:19-20. 

Lisa  Hamilton  McWhorter 

Southern  Seminary 


Editor: 

I  must  say  I  was  impressed  by  Mr 
R.  Clifton  Williams'  letter  —  Race 
relations  —  that  appeared  in  the 
Record  of  March  26,  and  pretty  well 
in  accord  with  him.  It  seems  from  his 
letter  that  his  life  and  mine  ran 
parallel.  I  am  afraid  too  many  are 
moving  away  from  our  own  race  af¬ 
finity.  too  many  racial  mixtures,  inter¬ 
racial  marriages,  etc.  Kindergarten  is 
doing  its  part  to  stir  the  melting  pot. 
You.  Mr.  Editor,  stated  in  your  reply 
to  Mr.  Williams'  letter;  “It  must  be  ' 
noted  that  black  people  didn’t  ask  to 
come  here,  they  were  brought  here 
forcibly.”  That  is  true,  but  the  most 
fortunate  blacks  I  happen  to  know 
about  are  the  blacks  whose  ancesters 
were  brought  to  America  as  slaves. 
Where  would  our  George  Washington 
Carvers  and  Booker  Taliaferro 
Washingtons  have  wound  up  had  their 
ancestors  not  been  brought  to 
America?  Slavery  was  wrong;  but, 
when  we  look  at  Africa  today  and 
places  like  Haiti,  we  can  see  some 
good  came  from  it.  If  I  were  black  or 
brown.  I’d  get  down  on  my  knees  at 
least  on  Thanksgiving  Day  and  thank 
my  Lord  that  my  ancestors  were 
brought  to  America. 

M.  B.  Eskridge 

Brooksville 

I  simply  will  repeat  what  I  tried  to 
say  on  two  other  occasions  a  per¬ 
son  should  not  be  judged  by  the  color 
of  his  skin.  He  may  not  be  someone 
with  whom  we  would  want  to  be 
associated;  but  it  should  not  be 
because  he  is  black,  or  brown,  or  red, 
or  yellow  —  or  white.  —  Editor 


The  day  of  the  Easter  lily 


But  when  Jesus  arose  from  the  tomb 

I  knew  indeed  it  was  he 

in  full  glory-salvation 

eternally.  He  said  to  me 

as  to  Martha,  “I  am  the  resurrection 

and  the  life.  He  that  believeth  in  Me, 

though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live.” 

—Violet  Tackett,  McComb 
with  John  11:25 


I  lift  the  soft  white  bells, 
plastic  silk  caressing  my  hand, 
delicate-lovely, 
and  humbly  I  understand 
God’s  tenderness  for  the  land. 


My  heart  could  never  follow  him 
bearing  the  cross  for  me. 
Penitent-grieving 
my  soul  could  never  see 
His  death  at  Calvary 


She  broke  the  alabaster  box  and  poured  the  perfume  on  Jesus's  head.  She 
did  what  she  could  (Mark  14:3,  8). 


The  kingly  gift  was  not  the  perfume  rare. 
Nor  alabaster  box  she  carried  there; 

But  was  the  deed  of  love  profusely  poured 
Upon  her  Lord,  the  Christ,  whom  she  adored 


“Your  deeds  are  precious  when  they’re  for  my  sake. 
Kind  gentle  words  of  comfort  that  you  make; 

A  kingly  gift  when  you  do  all  you  dare, 

A  spray  of  holy  perfume  in  the  air.” 


“Shd  did  a  gracious  thing  to  me,”  he  said, 
“Anointing  this  my  body  for  the  dead; 

In  love  for  me  she  did  all  that  she  could, 
My  way  of  life  she  clearly  understood. 


This  question  stands  beside  my  bed  at  night, 

Did  I  do  all  I  could  or  just  what’s  right? 

Have  deeds  of  scattered  fragrance  been  revealed, 
Or  is  my  alabaster  box  yet  sealed? 

—Erma  Jewel  Crowe 
,  Greenville 


He  didn’t  scream,  not  outwardly, 
Though  he  might  have  in  his  heart 
When  they  spit  on  him  and  acted 
As  if  they  could  tear  him  apart. 


He  didn’t  talk  back  when  they  mocked  him, 
Not  in  a  loud  and  boisterous  way. 

He  always  talked  softly 
In  all  he  had  to  say. 


We  will  be  resurrected 


It  could  have  been  I,  part  of  the  crowd 
It  could  iiave  been  I,  on  the  council 
Crying,  “Crucify  him!  Crucify  him!” 

It  could  have  been  I,  denying  him. 

It  could  have  been  I,  nailing 
Those  hands  and  feet  to  a  cross. 

But  I  wish  it  had  been  I 
Who  bore  him  into  the  world. 

I  wish  it  could  have  been  I 
Who  washed  those  feet  with  tears. 

I  rejoice,  knowing  I  am  still  there 
At  the  cross,  washing  his  feet  daily. 
Washing  them  with  tears  of  joy 
For  my  eternal  life, 

The  greatest  gift  of  love. 

—Deb  Vinson 
McComb 


Jesus  came  from  his  Father’s  house 
lb  take  our  place  upon  the  tree 
And  gave  his  life  for  such  as  we  — 

For  our  sins  so  terrible,  so  dark  and  black 
That  he  cried,  “Why  have  You  forsaken  me? 


No,  Christ  didn’t  shout  when  spit  upon, 

Nor  did  he  throw  a  stone. 

He  didn’t  talk  back  when  they  mocked  him, 
Though  he  probably  felt  all  alone. 


I  just  can’t  be  like  Jesus, 

I  find  I’m  not  that  strong. 

I’m  not  so  humble  when  falsely  accused 
Of  faltering  in  doing  a  wrong. 


He  was  buried  in  a  borrowed  tomb 
And  on  the  third  day  he  arose 
lb  set  us  captives  free. 

And  then  he  returned  to  his  Father’s  house, 
His  assignment  on  earth  finished 


But  can  we  be  like  Jesus 
When  others  crucify? 

We’re  only  human,  but  though  I  beg, 
“Please,  Lord,  help  me  to  try.” 

—Velma  Windham 
Tbylorsville 


Now  he’s  seated  at  the  Father’s  right  side 
Interceding  for  you  and  me. 

The  grave  will  hold  no  bind  on  us 
We,  too,  will  be  resurrected 
Because  we  are  his  bride 
—Ruby  Singley 
Columbia 


" Fear  not  ye:  for  I  know  that  ye  seek  Jesus,  which  was  crucified.  He  is  not 
here:  for  He  is  risen  (Matthew  28: 5,  6). 


The  unjust  trial,  the  jeering  crowd. 

The  cross  my  Savior  bore, 
lb  be  the  sacrificial  Lamb 
Tb  open  heaven’s  door. 


And  how  my  heart  is  torn  with  grief  But  then  to  know  the  angel’s  words 
To  hear  his  cry  of  pain.  “Why  seek  ye  him  who  died? 

Forsaken  on  the  cross  he  hung  He  conquered  death  —  He  lives  again, 

That  we  might  heaven  gain.  The  Christ,  the  crucified.” 

—Augustine  Burch 
Brookhaven 


He  is  not  there,  he’s  everywhere 

Oh,  picture  a  tomb  that’s  not  empty 
No  stone  that’s  been  rolled  away 
And  prophecy  that  saw  not  fulfilment 
That  none  heard  the  angel  say, 


Weeping  Mary 

Weeping  Mary, 

Walking  slowly, 

With  the  grievous 
Wound  of  death  and  loss 
Weighing  heavily  upon  your  heart 


“He  is  not  here,  he’s  risen,” 

Does  the  impact  find  its  mark? 

Do  the  nail-piercedhands,  side  riven 
Give  hope  to  shine  out  of  the  dark? 


Drawn  by  love, 

Directly  to  his  grave  you  go; 

Doubting,  dreading,  and 
Despairing  (how  could  he  have  died? 
Didn’t  we  believe  him  God?) 


Is  it  possible  to  even  envision 
Not  to  find  him  as  we  kneel  in  prayer? 
As  we  raise  our  eyes  toward  heaven, 

Not  to  know  he’s  awaiting  us  there? 


“Now  upon  the  first  day  of 
the  week,  very  early  in  the 
morning,  they  came  unto  the 
sepulchre  .  .  .  and  they  found 
the  stone  rolled  away  .  .  .  and 
they  entered  in,  and  found  not 
the  body  of  the  Lord  Jesus” 
(Luke  24:1-3). 


Enter  at  last  the 
...  Empty  tomb!!! 

Ecstatic  Mary,  clasp  your  Savior!  The 
Everliving  Lord  has  risen ! 

Eternity’s  in  bloom ! 

—Lois  P.  Harlow 
Meridian 


Grasp  anew  the  cross  and  deliverance 
The  fact  there’s  no  other  way 
No  other  sacrifice  given  — 

Oh  glorious  Easter  Day! 

—Valerie  Howell 
Ripley 
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seen 


Mine  eyes  have  seen  the  glory  of  the  coming  of  the  Lord; 

He  is  trampling  out  the  vintage  where  the  grapes  of  wrath  are  stored.  .  .  .  j 

On  every  lawn  stood  the  dogwoods  in  the  snow,  white  on  white.  Never  had 
I  seen  such  a  snow  in  April  —  and  I  never  may  again. 

My  sister  a  lid  I  drove  into  LaGrange,  Ga.,  that  Friday  morning  because 
she  had  an  appointment  for  X-rays  at  the  hospital  there  We  linked  arms  to 
keep  from  falling  in  the  slush  of  sleet  on  the  parking  lot  All  around  is  whirl¬ 
ed  the  great  white  flakes. 

‘As  the  Lord  is  covering  the  scarlet  blossoms  of  LaGrange  with  an  ermine 
mantel,”  1  thought,  “so  he  in  death  willingly  offered  to  cover  the  red  stain 
of  my  sins.” 

In  the  beauty  of  the  lilies  Christ  was  born  across  the  sea 
With  a  glory  In  his  bosom  that  transfigures  you  and  me. 

A  week  later  I  walked  with  Florence  Ann  Lammore  through  the  garden 
of  “The  Burn,”  the  mayor’s  home  in  Natchez.  I  stood  beside  a  cluster  of 
camellias  and  looked  through  an  archway  of  wistaria  at  azaleas  banked  under 
towering  spruce  trees.  As  W.D.  ami  I  sat  on  the  front  porch  there,  I  delighted 
in  the  beauty  of  delicate  petals  on  the  largest  pink  dogwood  I  had  ever  seen. 

Such  a  garden  in  spring  reminds  me  of  Jesus  on  the  morning  of  his  resur¬ 
rection,  in  the  garden  with  Mary  Magdalene  And  1  feel  again  the  joy  of  Easter. 
Glory!  glory!  hallelujah! 

Glory!  glory!  Hallelujah! 

A  week  before  Easter  I  went  to  a  funeral 


Last  Supper  at  Quitman 


A  tableau  presented  by  13  men  from  the  choir  of  First 
Church,  Quitman,  was  a  part  of  the  Lord's  Supper  observance 
at  the  Quitman  church  recently.  As  the  elements  were  being 
served  to  the  congregation,  the  men  in  the  scene  were  acting 


out  the  portions  of  the  service.  The  church  plans  four  presen¬ 
tations  of  a  passion  play  on  the,  Saturday  before  Easter  and 
on  Easter  Sunday.  ^ 


Women  in  Ministry  meeting 
to  focus  on  vision  of  ‘Shalom 


that  of  Dr.  Harold  Kitchings 
—  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Clinton.  Often  I  have  asked,  “Why  do  the  nicest, 
the  kindest,  the  best  people  of  the  world  seem  to  die  youngest?”  I  guess  I’ll 
have  to  wait  until  a  day  when  I  don’t  have  to  look  through  a  glass  darkly  to 

Dr.  Kitchings,  director  of  the 


know  the  answer  to  that.  But  of  all  the  finest 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation,  was  among  them. 

Chester  Vaughn  {Hayed  a  prayer  that  included  thanksgiving  for  those  who 
influenced  Dr.  Kitchings’  life  and  for  those  whose  lives  he  influenced.  Dr.  Earl 
Kelly  related  some  of  the  key  events  of  Dr.  Kitchings’  life,  and  named  but  a 
few  of  the  many  honors  accorded  him.  On  another  page  in  this  issue,  a  story 
tells  some  of  the  facts  of  his  life. 

Two  triumphant  notes  in  that  funeral  will  linger  in  my  memory  The  blanket 

on  the  casket  shouted  to  me  the 


ST.  LOUIS  (BP)  —  Southern  Bap-  tive,  Baptist  heritage,  women’s  con-  church  music  at  Southern  Seminary 
tist  Women  in  Ministry  will  focus  on  tributions  in  healing,  using  vocation  in  Louisville  and  composer  of  the 
visions  of  healing  in  a  broken  world  in  the  healing  process,  contemplative  musical  ;  and  testimony  by  Vernon 
during  the  organization’s  fifth  annual  prayer,  balance  in  life,  strategies  for  Davis,  associate  professor  of  Chris 
meeting  here  June  13-14-  meditation,  and  faith  development,  tian  theology  at  Midwestern 

“Living  Ibward  a  Vision  of  Shalom”  The  third  interpretation  of  the  Seminary  in  Kansas  City,  Ma,  and  his 
will  be  the  theme  for  the  female  overall  theme  will  be  “Visions  of  a  daughter,  Carol  Davis-Younger  of 
ministers’  conference,  held  in  con-  New  Humanity,”  a  worship  service  Paoli,  Ind.,  describing  how  they 
junction  with  the  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  morning,  June  14.  Preacher  related  to  her  call  to  ministry. 
Convention  annual  meeting,  also  in  St.  for  that  service  will  be  Lynda  Weaver-  A  business  session  Saturday  after- 
Louis,  June  16-18.  Williams  of  Richmond,  Va.,  former  noon  will  be  led  by  Ashli  Cartwright 

Interpretation  of  that  theme  will  co-pastor  with  her  husband,  Sammy,  Peak,  Women  in  Ministry  president 
seek  to  provide  “encouragement,  of  Goshen  (Ky.)  Baptist  Church.  and  coordinator  of  religious  activities 
because  of  our  denominational  situa-  ......  ...  .  „  at  Stephens  CoUege  in  Columbia,  Mo 

tion  and  world  situation  in  general.  We  Saturday  meetings  will  be  held  at 

think  all  Baptists  need  encourage-  a  ™*a  l 1  Si "‘"f Kirkwood  (Mo.)  Baptist  Church  in 
ment,”  said  Irene  Vinyard  Bennett,  *or)P  V  °^uPn  d  suburban  St.  Louis,  and  the  Sunday 

public  relations  chairperson  for  the  **  ^7!*  service  will  be  held  at  the  Clarion 

organization  and  minister  of  educa-  nd  performing  Hote,  in  downtown  st  Louis 

tion  and  youth  at  Evans  ( Ga. )  Baptist  artist  rom  LouisvlUe’  Ky  For  preregistration,  contact  Rebec- 

Church.  A  Saturday  evening  service  will  ca  Turner  Lawson,  c/o  Kirkwood  Bap- 


of  white  roses  —  and  white  Easter  lilies 
words  of  Jesus:  “I  am  the  resurrection  and  the'  life.  He  that  believeth  in  me, 
though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live  And  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth 
in  me  shall  never  die” 

And  “The  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic”  I  have  never  heard  sung  as  Bill 
and  Martha  Bacon  sang  it  that  day.  “It  is  the  song  of  the  conqueror,”  I  thought, 
“who  will  one  day  grind  Satan  and  sin  and  sickness  and  death  under  his  heel.” 

Glory,  glory,  hallelujah!  ^ 

Our  God  is  marching  on! 


Shakespeare  Festival  is  slated 
for  four  April  days  in  Clinton 


Sunrise  service  will  be  held  at  Richland 

The  annual  Richland  Easter  Church,  Richland. 

Sunrise  Service  will  be  held  at  7:30  Also  having  a  part  in  the  service 
a  m.,  April  19,  at  Richland  High  will  be  Rudolph  Hollingsworth,  pastor 
School  football  stadium  (gymnasium  of  Richland  United  Methodist 
if  it  rains).  Church;  Ed  McDaniel,  pastor  of  First 

Marcus  Alexander,  who  recently  Church,  Richland;  Buddy  Petty, 
retired  after  serving  for  17  years  as  pastor  of  the  Easthaven  Church,  and 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Flowood,  will  Dale  Sauls. 

. . panied  by  a  living  tableau  of  ‘The  bring  the  message.  David  Hawthorne  The  Sunrise  Service  is  sponsored  by 

BLif  . jyCj  '  Last  Supper”  by  Leonardo  da  Vinci,  will  direct  the  congregational  music  the  Exchange  Club  of  Richland,  the 

—  The  service  will  also  feature  special  and  Elizabeth  Hawthorne  will  be  the  Richland  Women’s  Club,  and  the 
music  by  the  Sanctuary  Choir  and  pianist.  Special  music  will  be  provid-  Richland  Garden  Club  in  cooperation 
M  $I-  I  music  ministry  directed  by  Mrs.  ed  by  the  Ladies’  Ensemble  of  First  with  area  churches. 

James  A.  Henley  yt  , 

™  other  musicians  for  the  program  _ 

Th#  New  Orleans  Seminary  Singers  will  perform  at  Crossgates  Church.  Bran-  Ladies’  Handbell  Choir.  First,  Parvis:  Apr.  26-30;  Alan  Day,  Parkway,  Kosciusko:  April  19-24; 

don,  April  20,  at  7:30  pm.  There  is  ho  admission  charge  and  a  nursery  wi«  be  provided.  The  staging  and  drama  for  the  pastes;  First,  Edmond,  Okla.  (former-  services,  11a.m.,  7  pm. ;  Paul  D.  Ken 

■  ^  a  tableau  are  directed  by  Mrs  Kathryn  ly  of  First.  McComb),  evangelist;  Joe  dnek.  Thomasville,  Ala,  evangelist. 

MM  Barfield.  James  Yhtes  is  pastor  Robinson,  Calvary,  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.  Hubert  Greer,  Brookhaven,  music 

9  9  A  9m  B  Mississippi  College  Department  of  (formerly  of  Utica),  music  evangelist ;  Jimmy  A.  Smith,  pastor. 

Muslc  wiU  present  ,,Christ  Lag  in  evangellst;  Jack  Albntton’  i*stor 

f hum*  SU  W  US'  rrr  Todesbanden,”  by  J.  S.  Bach,  April  Gore  Springs  (Grenada):  Apr. 
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CHRISTIAN,  NON-SMOKER 
child  care,  house/utilities  furnish¬ 
ed.  Send  resume  Box  3561 
Jackson,  MS  39207. 


SCIENCE  SOLVES  GRASS  MOW¬ 
ING  CHORE!  Homeowners  will 
love  it!  Churches,  motels,  cem¬ 
eteries,  golf  courses,  mobile  home 
parks,  city  parks,  boulevards, 
county  and  state  roadsides  can  use 
it.  Manufactured  by  Fortune  500 
company /works  by  neutralizing 
photo-synthetic  process  between 
the  sun  and  chlorophyll  in  the  leaf. 
Mow  only  once  a  year.  Harmless 
to  animals,  birds,  humans.  Ap¬ 
proved  by  FDA  and  EPA.  Works 
on  shrubs  as  well  as  grass.  For 
details  send  card  with  your  name, 
address  and  telephone  number  to 
PM  Associates,  Box  926,  Liv¬ 
ingston,  AL  35470. 


Tho  Puppet  Pals  of  New  Prospect  Church,  luka,  are  available  to  perform  in 

churches. 

Pictured  (left  to  right)  back  row,  are:  Joe  Tucker,  Grant  Horn,  Kim  Cunningham, 
Mitzi  Bolton,  Mary  Jane  Whitfield,  and  Jeff  Schroeder  Middle  Row:  Chris  Bowling, 
Brian  Horn,  Gwen  Pounders,  Ginger  Bowling,  Kay  Edwards,  Keith  Broadway,  and 
Tina  Schroeder.  Bottom  row:  Junior  Russ,  director,  T.  J.  Strickland,  assistant,  direc¬ 
tor,  Sandy  Ortner,  Valerie  Winters,  and  Laura  Claunch.  This  ministry  has  been  per¬ 
forming  since  February  of  1984,  and  was  started  with  only  six  members.  Michael  Duff 
is  pastor. 

They  can  be  contacted  at  Rt.  1,  Box  712,  luka.  MS  38852,  or  by  calling  601)  423-3030. 


OR  SALE:  ^Sunday  School 
Departmental  or  classroom  space. 
Fifty  by  28  PORTABLE  BUILD¬ 
ING  in  great  shape.  Used  as  a 
firearms  range  training  facility. 
Central  air  conditioning/heating. 
Two  restrooms.  Two  offices.  Pro¬ 
jection  room.  Comes  with  ace 
blinds,  exterior  skirting,  black¬ 
boards,  chairs,  and  tables.  Ready 
to  use  as  worship  space.  Call  (601 ) 
932-4515  or  932-5959  in  Jackson  or 
1-800-443-3059. 


MALATESTA  FUNERAL  SER¬ 
VICE  —  Complete  funeral  and 
casket  —  $895.00.  Call  366-6505. 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  and  stay  at  Keller's  Country 
Dorm  Resort  for  groups  (12  or 
more),  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  New 
air-conditioning,  in  ground  pool, 
$7.50  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals, 
ALL  for  $21  each!  Call  501/253-8418 
today! 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For* 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  180,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(001)  093-4451. 


CHURCH  BUS  FOR  SALE  —  Sec 
ond  Avenue  Baptist  Church, 
Laurel;  phone  (001)  428-0410. 


God  Shed  Hb 
Grace  On 
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Thomas  will  speak  to 
CT  leaders:  Gulf  shore 


Thursday,  April  16,  1987 


Glendale  Church,  Glen,  has  called  Jack  D.  Nazary  has  been  called  as 
Bobby  Cossey  as  its  pastor.  Cossey  pastor  of  West  Jackson  Church, 
and  his  wife,  Cathy,  have  three  Jackson,  and  assumed  his  duties  on 

children:  Sheri,  16,  Feb.  16.  He  formerly  served  West 

W  '  ^JMjay,  age  13,  and  Jackson  Church  for  15  years 
W  ^^^^HAmanda, 

JGs  I  Cossey  has  been 

in  the  pastorate  for 
I  i^^Hl3  years.  He 

KJfM0k^^^Hgraduated  from 
William  Carey  Col 
lege 

^"^^^■HBihis  master  of 
Cossey  religious  education 
degree  in  1981  from  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

Liberty  Church,  Pontotoc,  in 
Cossey ’s  home  church.  He  goes  to 
Glendale  from  Strayhom  Church, 

Sarah. 

Cossey  is  a  former  machinist  and 
served  in  Vietnam  as  an  engineer  First,  Pass  Christian  (Gulf  Coast): 
with  the  United  States  Marine  Corp.  March  22-26;  two  professions  of  faith, 
Locust  Street  Church  (Pike  five  rededications ;  Perry  Neal,  Mont- 
*-«n/>iation)  has  called  Roy  gomery,  Ala.,  evangelist;  Norman 

*■ —  R«ter.  Gulfport,  music  director ;  Joe 


Frank  Thomas,  pastor  of  Alta  This  conference  will  present  a 
Woods  Church,  Jackson,  will  be  the  special  LIFE  Launch  seminar  for 
preacher  for  Church  Training  Leader-  church  staff  members.  It  will  be  an  in- 
■MKM  ship  Conference  at  troduction  of  the  LIFE  ( Lay  Institute 
'  Gulfshore  Baptist  for  Equipping  )  course  system,  which 

V  BL  Assembly,  Pass  is  a  new  curriculum  track  for  Church 

Christian,  June  Training. 

25-27.  The  con-  Another  special  conference  will  be 
ference  provides  offered  for  leaders  and  prospective 

training  for  all  leaders  of  Children’s  and  Youth  Bible 
church-elected  Drills. 

Church  Training  A  third  parallel  conference  is  plan- 
ifli  Bl  workers  and  mem-  ned  for  church  recreation. 

Thomas  bers  of  adult  train-  Reservations  should  be  requested 
ing  groups.  Associational  Church  by  writing  directly  to  Gulfshore  Bap- 
Training  leaders  are  also  given  exten-  tist  Assembly,  Henderson  Point,  Pass 
sive  instruction.  Christian,  Miss.  39571. 

Thomas  is  a  native  of  Georgia.  He  Additional  information  may  be  ob- 
«c  a  eraduate  of  Stetson  University  in  tained  from  the  Mississippi  Church 
ms  Training  Department,  968-3800  in 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  end  style  to  meet  every 
need  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Internationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  305-C  -  Greenwood.  Mies.  1M30 


Pearl  Hill  Church,  Leake  Associa¬ 
tion,  observed  Pastor  Appreciation 
Day  on  March  15.  The  pastor,  Eddie 
Pilgrim,  was  presented  a  suit  and 
accessories. 


25  -  OP  47  - 
Passenger  buses 
BUS  SUPPLY  CO.  INC. 

;McComb,  MS  601-684-2900 


BAPTISTRIES 


^  FACTORY  DIRECT 
TOLL  FREE  1-800-251-0679 


Robert  T.  McEachern  Jr.,  former 
missionary  to  Korea,  has  joined  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board’s  Missionary 
Enlistment  Department  as  associate 
director  coordinating  work  in  the 
eastern  United  States.  McEachern, 
who  grew  up  in  Groves,  Texas,  will 
work  with  10  missionary  general 
evangelists  who  assist  with  enlist¬ 
ment  while  on  furlough  in  locations 
across  the  eastern  United  States,  in¬ 
cluding  Mississippi.  Their  primary 
target  will  be  recruiting  preachers  to 
serve  as  missionary  evangelists,  the 
assignment  McEachern  held  in 
Korea. 


Charles  and  Indy  Whitten,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Equatorial  Guinea,  have 
arrived  in  the  States  for  furlough  (ad¬ 
dress:  137  Melrose  Dr.,  Jackson,  Miss. 
39211).  Both  are  natives  of  Mississip¬ 
pi.  He  is  from  Weir,  and  she  is  the 
former  Neila  Dean  Mitchell  of 
Louisville.  They  were  appointed  by  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1947. 

Marvin  and  Jean  Fitts,  recently 
reappointed  Baptist  representatives 
to  Mexico,  report  a  change  of  address 
(Apartado  267,  Cd.  Satelite,  Edo  de 
Mexico,  53100  Mexico).  He  is  a  native 
of  Pontotoc,  Miss.,  and  she  is  the 
former  Jean  Carlisle  of  Lucy,  Tenn. 
They  were  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  for  22  years  in  Peru  before 
they  resigned  in  1981.  They  were  reap¬ 
pointed  to  Mexico  in  1986. 


Warren  and  Joanah  Rush,  mis¬ 
sionary  associates  to  Senegal  since 
1982,  retired  from  missionary  service 
Feb.  1.  They  served  in  Dakar,  Senegal, 
where  he  was  English-language 
pastor  of  International  Baptist 
Church  and  she  was  a  church  and 
home  maker.  He  is  a  native  of  Mobile, 
Ala.,  and  she  is  the  former  Joanah 
Hull  of  Tbylorsville,  Miss.  They  may 
be  addressed  at  1154  Hickory  Cove, 
Jacksonville,  Fla.  32221. 


Jim  and  Jeannie  Hare,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Brazil  since  1980,  resign¬ 
ed  from  missionary  service.  The 
Foreign  Mission  Board  approved  their 
resignation  at  its  February  meeting. 
They  served  in  Curitiba,  Brazil,  where 
he  was  a  social  worker  and  she  was 
a  church  and  home  worker.  He  was 
born  in  Gulfport,  Miss.  The  former 
Jeannie  Ross,  she  was  born  in 
Flagstaff,  Ariz.,  and  considers 
Garland,  Texas,  her  hometown.  They 
may  be  addressed  at  P.  O.  Box  81074, 
Midland,  Texas  79709. 

Binford  and  Sandra  Nash,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Ghana  since  1981,  resign¬ 
ed  from  missionary  service.  The 
Foreign  Mission  Board  approved  their 
resignation  at  its  February  meeting. 
They  served  in  Nalerigu,  Ghana, 
where  he  was  a  physician  at  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Medical  Centre  and  she  was  a 
church  and  home  worker.  Both  are 
natives  of  Mississippi.  He  was  born  in 
Hattiesburg  and  considers  Jackson 
his  hometown.  She  is  the  former  San¬ 
dra  Nobles  of  Clinton.  They  may  be 
addressed  at  Box  1154,  Clinton,  Miss. 
39056. 

Bill  and  Jo  Brown,  missionaries  to 
Tbgo,  have  arrived  in  the  States  for 
furlough  (address:  Rt.  3,  Box  205, 
Clayton,  Ala.  36016).  He  is  a  native  of 


Earl  and  Mamie  Lou  Posey,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  the  Philippines,  have 
returned  to  the  field  following  medical 
leave  in  the  States  (address :  P.  O.  Box 
7,  Baguio  City,  Philippines  0201).  A 
native  of  Alabama,  he  was  born  in 
Boyles.  The  former  Mamie  Lou 
Eubanks,  she  was  born  in  Lucedale, 
Miss. 


The  land  of  plenty  is  not  without  problems. 
Home  Mission  Board  researchers  estimate 
that  by  1990,  the  number  of  U.S.  residents 
who  do  not  know  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior 
may  reach  175  million.  WHO  WILL  WIN 
AMERICA?  Winning  America  to  Christ  is  the 
goal  of  the  Home  Mission  Board.  For  the 
3,637  missionaries  appointed  by  the  HMB, 


winning  people  to  Jesus  Christ  is  a  com¬ 
mitment  that  permeates  all  they  do.  In  1986, 
home  missionaries  led  53,766  people  to  new 
life  in  Jesus  Christ.  Their  telling  of  Christ's 
love  and  redemption  depends  on  sacrificial 
giving  to  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Offering.  WHO  WILL  WIN  AMERICA? 
Ultimately,  it  depends  on  you. 


David  and  Robin  Johnson,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Japan,  have  arrived  on 
the  field  to  begin  their  first  term  of 
service  (address:  3-1-21  Takamaru, 
Nigawa,  Takarazuka-shi  665,  Japan). 
He  was  born  in  East  Thllassee,  Ala. 
She  is  the  former  Robin  Parks  of  Col¬ 
umbus,  Miss. 


Give  To  The  Annie  Armstrong  / 

Easter  Offering  For  Home  Missions  Vj 
And  Make  A  Difference  In  Our  Land.  & 
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CHILDREN  S  PAGE 

Test  your  knowledge  of  Joseph 

* 

How  much  do  you  know  about  Joseph?  Choose  the  pictures 

that  you  think  show  the  correct  answers: 

1.  Joseph’s  father  gave  him 

U)  (b)  (c)  & 

2.  Joseph’s  brothers  showed  Joseph’s  coat  to  their  father,  after  they 
had  dipped  it  in  the  blood  of 

(,)  ,  5fQ  ,K>  . 


(b)  a 


(c)  a 


First  Church,  Byram,  pre-school  and  kindergarten  children  participated  in  the 
church  project  to  help  the  Jones  County  tornado  victims.  The  children  are  pictured 
with  some  of  the  food  items  contributed  Mrs.  Ann  Hancock  is  director. 


3.  After  Joseph’s  brothers  had  sold  him  to  the  traveling  merchantmen, 
Joseph  -f/  as  ^aken  to  ^ 

I  vs  ,  l  ,  ,  i  \v 


(c) 


4.  In  prison,  Joseph  interpreted  A - 

_ ...»  uicbioi  or 


(a)  a  butler  and  a  baker 


(b)  a  soldier  and  a  sailor 


5.  Joseph  interpreted  Pharaoh’s  dreams,  which  were  about 

(b>  <«> 

6.  Pharaoh  made  Joseph  ruler  over  Egypt  and  gave  him 


c)  <c) 

7.  When  Jacob  traveled  to  Egypt,  Joseph  went  to  meet  his  father 

(a)  riding  in  a  ©/1(b)  on  a  (c)  on  a  ^ 

8.  After  Jacob  died,  Joseph  had  an  even  greater  chance  to  get  even 
with  his  brothers  for  their  mistreatment  of  him.  So: 

(a)  he  (b)  he  and  spoke  kindly  to  them 


Cason  Childrens  Church  recently  celebrated  its  associate  pastor,  Bobby  Burt's, 
birthday  with  the  "world's  largest  birthday  cake."  Ingredients  were:  18  boxes  of  cake 
mix,  36  eggs,  and  23  pounds  of  confectioner’s  sugar.  The  cake  measured  3  ft.  3  in. 
x  4 Vs  feet  and  it  took  nine  hours  to  bake  and  4  hours  to  decorate 
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GEOGRAFUN:  (For  young  readers) 

Nations  and  Imaginations 


By  Ralph  C.  Peterson 


Bible  places  of  birth 

Match  the  man  or  woman  with  his  or  her  birthplace: 
Abraham  i.  'Tarsus 

P aul  2.  Haran 

Ruth  3.  Ur  of  the  CHaldeans 

Isaac  4.  Moab 

Leah  5.  Canaan 


2.  Haran 


Lsaac 


3.  Ur  of  the  CHaldeans 


4.  Moab 


5.  Canaan 


Answers: 


P» c 


Unb't  / 
N- 


X  i**\ 

O  ten 


Can  you  imagine  a  burro  in  the  map  of  Asia? 
Color  the  picture. 


619M  K  Peterson 


t  ••  •-  tj~ . 


Home  Board  elects 
Lewis  as  president 


Thursday.  April  H.  1987 
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Peace  group  reworks  report 


V.  (Continued  from  page  3) 
people  and  finally  interviewed  Lewis 
on  three  occasions :  “On  March  27,  the 
committee  took  a  secret  ballot.  We 
were  elated  when  Dr.  Larry  L.  Lewis 
received  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
committee.” 

He  noted  Lewis  is  “dedicated  to 
Jesus  Christ,  has  a  love  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  is 
committed  to  missions  and 
evangelism.” 

Lewis  has  been  a  home  missionary ; 
a  pastor  of  a  local  Southern  Baptist 
church;  an  administrator  at  Hannibal 
LaGrange  College,  affiliated  with  the 
Missouri  Baptist  Convention;  and  is 
“a  dreamer  ...  a  planner  ...  a  pro- 
claimer  ...  a  healer  ...  a  unifier. 

“The  time  has  come  for  us  to  close 
ranks,  to  beat  our  denominational 
spears  into  plowshears.  We  have  been 
on  spiritual  warfare  with  each  other 
. . .  majoring  on  differences.  The  fact 
the  search  committee  of  different  and 
diverse  people,  holding  different 
theological  views,  could  present  a 
unified  recommendation  should  say  to 
the  convention  that  we  can  come 
together,”  Morrison  said. 

Not  all  members  of  the  board, 
however,  greeted  Lewis’  nomination 
with  enthusiasm  and  support. 

Marvin  Prude,  a  retired  oil  com¬ 
pany  executive  from  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  and  a  former  vice  chairman  of 
the  board,  said  the  presentation  was 
“magnificent  .  . .  one  of  the  most 

astute  jobs  of  selling  I  have  ever  seen. 
*» 

He  said  he  had  “done  some  in¬ 
vestigation  on  my  own  .  . .  talking  to 
some  of  the  statesmen  of  the  conven¬ 
tion.  I  have  yet  to  find  one  who  would 
recommend  this  man  to  head  the 
Home  Mission  Board." 

Prude  said  the  board  was  “taking  a 
man  from  a  place  with  a  $3  million 
budget  and  asking  him  to  be  in  charge 
of  a  $70  million  one  and  from  a  few 
staff  members  to  365  staff  members. 
I  say  we  don’t  want  this  man  to  head 
up  the  HMB.”  Prude  also  was  critical 
of  the  search  committee,  saying  it  was 
named  to  bring  a  person  who  “was  not 
leaning  one  way  or  the  other.  I  think 
we  have  been  betrayed.  . . .  You  (the 
search  committee)  have  done  what 
the  other  committee  was  accused  of 
doing.” 

Prude  said  he  was  going  to  vote 
against  Lewis,  and,  when  the  roll-call 
vote  was  taken,  did  cast  his  vote  in 
opposition. 

Hawkins  objected  to  Prude’s 
remarks,  saying  they  are  “not  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  this  board.”  When  Hawkins 
referred  to  Lewis’s  selection  as  “a 
miracle,”  he  was  interrupted  by 
amens  and  applause. 

Lewis  was  questioned  by  six 
trustees  on  his  relationship  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  Woman’s  Mission¬ 
ary  Union,  doctrinal  integrity,  the 
direction  he  would  lead  the  board,  his 
relationship  with  the  seminaries,  his 


views  on  women  and  on  charismatics. 

He  told  Beth  McGhee,  a  former 
president  of  the  Arizona  WMU  from 
Tucson,  he  is  “an  enthusiastic  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  WMU,”  and  added,  “Any 
church  that  doesn’t  have  a  strong 
WMU  is  missing  something  very  im¬ 
portant.” 

He  added  the  national  WMU  is  very 
important  to  the  HMB  since  the  An¬ 
nie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for 
Home  Missions  contributes  some  $37.5 
million  to  the  work  of  home  missions. 

Lawanna  Mclver,  a  pastor’s  wife 
from  Dallas,  asked  Lewis  if  he  would 
“attempt  to  implement”  a  doctrinal 
statement  at  the  HMB  similar  to  one 
required  of  faculty  and  staff  at 
Hannibal-LaGrange  College,  in  which 
persons  employed  on  the  faculty  must 
attest  to  their  belief  in  a  personal 
devil,  a  literal  hell  and  “the  actual  ex¬ 
istence  of  a  primeval  couple  named 
Adam  and  Eve.” 

Lewis,  who  was  framer  of  the 
resolution  adopted  by  the  Missouri 
Baptist  Convention  that  required  such 
a  statement  by  faculty  and  staff  of 
Missouri  institutions,  said  he  believes 
the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  State¬ 
ment,  “which  is  in  use  now”  at  the 
HMB  “is  adequate.” 

“All  of  those  who  would  be  employed 
in  an  elective  staff  position  are  asked 
that  they  be  in  concurrence  with  the 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message  Statement 
and  also  that  they  be  loyal  members 
of  a  local  church,  that  they  refrain 
from  the  use  of  alcohol,  tobacco  or 
harmful  drugs.  In  addition  we  request 
that  all  of  our  elected  personnel  be  ef¬ 
fective  witnesses,”  Lewis  said. 

“I  was  impressed  with  the  stan¬ 
dards  that  we  already  have  in  place, 
and  I  see  no  reason  to  change  them,” 
he  added. 

Tbm  Sneed,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Hannibal,  Mo.,  quoted  a 
newspaper  interview  in  which  Lewis 
said  it  was  “doubtful  that  there  is  a 
single  inerrantist  on  the  faculty  of 
some  (SBC)  seminaries.” 

“I  am  wondering  how  you  will  relate 
to  the  seminaries,”  Sneed  asked. 

Lewis  responded,  “I  do  love  the 
seminaries,  and  I  am  anxious  that 
their  commitment  to  the  inspired 
word  of  God  be  certain  and  sure.” 

He  also  said:  “I  am  a  conservative, 
and  I  do  not  apologize  for  that  one  mo¬ 
ment.  I  do  believe  the  Bible  is  the  in¬ 
spired,  infallible  word  of  God. 

“My  love  for  a  brother  is  uncondi¬ 
tional,  never  predicated  on  agreement 
with  me,  on  inerrancy,  on  any  other 
issue.  We  are  all  brothers  in  Christ.  I 
will  work  with  every  one  of  the  21 
agencies.  My  predominant  question 
will  be,  ‘How  can  we  at  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  work  with  you  and  sup¬ 
port  your  work  to  make  it  even 
better?’ 

“I  stand  ready  to  serve  the  whole  con¬ 
vention,  moderates  and  conser¬ 
vatives,  all  of  us  together.  I  do  believe 
if  we  can  get  our  minds  off  the  squab¬ 


bles  and  get  our  hearts  and  minds  set 
on  winning  this  nation  to  Christ,  then 
we  will  find  that  unity  we  have 
sought.” 

In  response  to  a  question  from  D.F. 
Norman,  director  of  the  pastoral 
ministries  department  of  the  Georgia 
Baptist  Convention,  on  appointment  of 
charismatics,  Lewis  said: 

“I  have  a  problem  when  we  use  the 
term,  ‘anyone  involved  in  the 
charismatic  movement.’  I  think  we 
have  to  be  very  careful  about  how  we 
define  it.  “I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
wise  for  the  Home  Mission  Board  to 
appoint  or  approve  anyone  who  openly 
practiced  tongues  speaking,  but  I 
think  we  have  to  be  very  careful  about 
how  we  handle  this  matter.  . . .” 

James  Strickland,  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Cartersville,  Ga., 
asked  Lewis  if  he  supports  the  ordina¬ 
tion  of  women  and  if  a  woman  were 
called  as  pastor  of  a  Southern  Baptist 
church  would  the  president-elect  “sup¬ 
port  unconditionally  the  right  of  the 
church  to  call  as  pastor  who  it  feels 
led  to.” 

Lewis  replied  he  believes  in  the  role 
of  women  in  ministry.  “I  hate  to  think 
of  where  the  denomination  and  the 
churches  would  be  if  it  were  not  for 
the  women  who  have,  throughout  the 
years,  done  so  many  effective 
ministries  for  the  churches.” 

He  commented  he  has  a  “strong 
belief”  in  the  rights  of  the  local 
church.  “If  a  church  feels  led  on  the 
local  level  to  elect  a  women  as  pastor 
or  deacon,  I  don’t  see  it  is  the  purview 
of  the  Home  Mission  Board  to  try  to 
interfere  with  the  autonomy  of  that 
local  church.” 

Lewis  referred  to  recent  actions  by 
the  trustees  that  prohibit  pastoral  aid 
for  churches  that  call  women  as 
pastors  and  noted  the  convention  in 
1984  passed  a  resolution  opposing 
women  as  pastors:  “The  convention 
has  very  emphatically  and  very  ex¬ 
plicitly  expressed  their  feeling  that 
they  do  not  favor  women  serving  in 
the  role  of  pastors.  So  I  do  not  feel  that 
the  Home  Mission  Board  should  im¬ 
plement  a  policy  which  would  be  con¬ 
trary  to  the  expressed  will  of  the  con¬ 
vention.” 

Strickland  pressed  his  point  and 
noted  the  conflict  between  a  church 
that  would  qualify  for  pastoral  aid  but 
who  called  a  woman  as  pastor  "seems 
unresolvable.” 

Lewis  agreed,  noting  it  seems  a 
“darned  if  you  do  and  darned  if  you 
don’t  situation.  But  you  are  going  to 
offend  somebody  any  direction  you 
move.” 

He  said  he  believes  the  HMB  "exists 
to  serve  our  churches.  I  don’t  see  how 
it  is  possible  for  the  chief  executive  of¬ 
ficer  of  any  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  agency  to  say,  “I  am  going  to  be 
independent  to  an  explicit  action  of 
the  convention.”  “I  think  the  day  when 
we  can  sort  of  thumb  our  nose  at  our 
constHAncy  and  go  our  own  way  is 


(Continued  on  page  3) 

Young,  Houston,  Texas.  Also  meeting 
with  the  group  is  Vjce  Chairman 
Charles  Pickering  of  Laurel,  Miss. 

Despite  the  additional  meeting, 
Fuller  said  he  hopes  the  committee 
will  be  able  to  release  the  report 
“soon  after  May  4.  We  continue  our 
hopes  to  give  Southern  Baptists  a 
month  to  study  our  report  before  be¬ 
ing  asked  to  act  on  it  June  16  in  St. 
Louis.” 

Fuller  declined  to  discuss  the  con¬ 
tent  of  the  political  and  theological 
premises  hammered  out  during  the 
committee  meeting,  i 

“We  acknowledge  that  politics  is 
going  to  be  there,”  he  said.  “You 
can’t  have  a  denomihation  of  this 
magnitude  without  politics.  We’re 
looking  at  what’s  been.inappropriate 
in  the  last  seven  to  nine  years  and 


what’s  appropriate  now  and  from  this 
point  on.” 

On  theology,  Fuller  said  the  com¬ 
mittee  is  not  attempting  to  “replace 
or  amend  the  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message  Statement.  It’s  an  adequate 
statement  of  what  Baptists  believe 
Ours  is  an  attempt  to  interpret  it. 

“We’re  trying  to  put  down 
something  basic  and  clear  enough  for 
the  average  Southern  Baptist .  to 
understand  what  is  being  said,” 
Fuller  said. 

Dan  Martin  is  BP  news  editor. 

A  friend  is  a  person  who  does  his 
knocking  before  he  enters  instead  of 
after  he  leaves.  (Irene  Keepin) 

Long  ago  I  made  up  my  mind  to  let 
my  friends  have  their  peculiarites. 
(David  Grayson) 


The  Legal 
Threat 

(Z>  it  /mu 

A  SPECIAL  CONFERENCE  FOR 
PASTORS  AND  CHURCH  LEADERS 

The  legal  threat  to  the  ministry  grows  week  by  week,  as 
churches  and  ministers  everywhere  find  themselves  the 
target  of  lawsuits  that  total  millions  of  dollars.  More  than 
2,000  cases  involving  churches  and  their  leaders  are 
before  the  courts  this  year.  The  Samford  University 
Center  for  the  Study  of  Law  and  the  Church  will  host  a 
conference  focusing  on  problems  of  church  liability, 
ministerial  malpractice  and  other  legal  complications 
which  you  or  your  church  might  face  in  the  months 
ahead.  This  conference  is  a  must  for  every  concerned 
pastor  and  deacon. 

Draw  on  the  experience  of  these  leaders . . . 


Grady  Cothen 

Former  President 
Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board 

James  Guenther 

Chief  Counsel 
Executive  Committee 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Arthur  L.  Walker 
Executive  Secretary 
Education  Commission 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Albert  Brewer 
Former  Governor  of  Alabama 
Attorney  and  Active  Church 
Layman 


m 


Center  for  the  Study  of 
Law  and  the  Church 
Samford  University 


Roy  Herron 
Lecturer 

Vanderbilt  Divinity  School 
A  ttomey  and  Minister 
State  Legislator 
Nancy  Herron 
Methodist  Minister 
Attorney 
A.  Earl  Potts 
Executi  ve  Secretary / 
Treasurer 

Alabama  Baptist  State 
Convention 

Parham  H.  Williams,  Jr. 

Dean 

Cumberland  School  of  Law 

ChrissH.  Doss 

Director 

Center  for  the  Study  of 
Law  and  the  Church 
Samford  University 

May  11-12, 

Samford  University 

Birmingham,  AL  35229  “ 


For  information,  write: 

Center  for  the  Study  of  Law  and  the  Church 
Samford  University,  Birmingham,  AL  35229 

Telephone  (205)  870-2409 
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O  death,  your  sting  has  been  removed! 


By  Nathan  L.  Barber 
Luke  24:1-11 

Jesus  was  dead.  What  now? 

Joseph  and  Nicodemus 
Both  Joseph  of  Arimathea  and  Nicodemus 
made  public  their  commitment  to  Jesus  (John 
19:38,  39).  They  could  no  longer  continue  to  be 
.  ,  -  secret  disciples.  It  was 

Joseph  who  boldly  went  to 
V  Pilate  and  requested  that  he 
be  allowed  to  take  away  the 
.f  body  of  Jesus.  Permission 

Jghjz  granted.  Then  Nicodemus 

came  also  and  “.  .  they 
'.jA  A.  took  the  body  of  .Jesus,  and 

|f|B  It  bound  it  in  linen  .vrappings 

HI  with  the  spices,  as  is  the 
Barber  burial  custom  of  the  Jews” 

(John  19:40).  Then  they  laid  Jesus’  body  in 
Joseph’s  own  new  tomb  (Matt.  27:60),  which 
was  located  in  a  nearby  garden. 

These  actions  required  great  love  and  very 
probably  cost  them  much.  And  even  though 
they  had  no  comprehension  of  the  glorious 
resurrection  to  come,  they  were  willing  to  be 
identified  with  Jesus  even  in  his  humiliating 


5)?  Satan  had  been  defeated  (Gen.  3:15),  and 
death  had  lost  its  sting,  having  been  swallow¬ 
ed  up  in  victory  (I  Cor.  15:54-57). 

It  was  to  these  faithful,  loving  women  that 
the  first  Gospel  message  was  proclaimed  after 
the  resurrection.  (The  Gospel  is  the  “Good 
News”  of  what  God  has  done  for  man  through 
Jesus  Christ. )  Though  the  women  at  the  tomb 
had  not  been  publicly  set  apart  as  the  apostles 
had,  they  were  still  used  and  blessed  of  God 
concerning  his  redemptive  plan.  Like  Joseph 
and  Nicodemus  the  women’s  service  and  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  Lord  was  empty  of  any  desire  or  ex¬ 
pectation  of  reward  or  recognition.  It  was 
simply  an  act  of  love. 

The  Apostles 

When  the  women  told  the  apostles  that  which 
had  happened,  the  .  .  words  appeared  to 
them  as  nonsense,  and  they  would  not  believe 
them”  (v.  11).  “For  as  yet  they  did  not  under- 
of  the  Lord  Jesus”  (w.  1-3).  They  were  con-  stand  the  Scripture,  that  He  must  rise  again 
fused  by  this  turn  of  events.  Then  terror  struck  from  the  dead”  (John  20:9).  The  empty  tomb 
them  as  God’s  angels,  assuming  human  form,  did  not  produce  belief  in  the  resurrection.  It 
“.  .  .  suddenly  stood  near  them  in  dazzling  ap-  was  the  appearance  of  the  Resurrected  Lord 
parel”  (v.  4).  to  the  apostles  which  produced  belief.  Thomas 

God’s  message  to  the  women  has  become  the  was  not  with  the  apostles  when  Jesus  appeared 
focal  point  of  all  time,  past,  present,  or  future,  to  them  the  first  time.  Later  however  upon  per- 
“He  is  not  here,  but  he  has  risen”  (v.  6).  “Why  sonally  seeing  the  Resurrected  Jesus,  he  pro- 
do  you  seek  the  living  one  among  the  dead”  (v.  claimed,  “My  Lord  and  My  God!  ’ 


Jesus 

God’s  messengers  had  told  the  women  at  the 
tomb,  “Remember  how  he  spoke  to  you  while 
he  was  still  in  Galilee,  saying  that  the  Son  of 
Man  must  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  sinful 
men,  and  be  crucified,  and  the  third  day  rise 
again”  (w.  6,  7).  What  was  taking  place  was 
no  accident  or  some  plan  which  was  out  of  con¬ 
trol.  God’s  redemptive  purpose  was  finalized 
through  the  resurrection.  And  Jesus’  life  and 
ministry  were  authenticated  in  His  glorious 
resurrection. 

He  had  taught  His  disciples  that  He  would  die 
and  rise  again,  but  they  had  not  really  heard 
or  comprehended  His  teaching  at  this  point 
(Mark  10:32-34;  10:45;  Luke  9:22;  22:14-20; 
22:37).  The  empty  tomb  stirred  wonder  con¬ 
cerning  what  had  happened  to  Jesus’  body.  The 
resurrection  appearances  confirmed  that  His 
body  had  not  been  stolen  but  raised.  Lazarus 
needed  no  convincing !  He  knew  for  a  fact  that 
Jesus  had  power  even  over  death. 

Some  60  years  after  the  resurrection  event 
Jesus  reminded  the  Apostle  John,  “I  am  the 
First  and  the  Last,  and  the  living  One ;  and  I 
became  dead,  and  behold,  I  am  alive  forever¬ 
more,  and  I  have  the  keys  of  death  and  of 
Hades  (Rev.  1:17,  18). 

Nathan  Barber  is  pastor,  First,  Bay  St.  Louis 


LIFE  AND  WORK 


death 


The  women 

During  those  awful  hours  of  the  crucifixion, 


is  alive!”  Let  this  hope  abound  in  you 


By  Robert  M.  Hanvey 
Luke  23:55  to  24:11 

I  have  heard,  and  so  have  you,  the  youth 
musical  entitled,  “He  Is  Alive!,”  a  beautiful 
rendering  of  the  message  of  Easter.  On  many 
’  occasions  after  having 

heard,  I  was  reminded  that 
Jesus  really  is  alive.  He  is 
In  no*  dead  He  ^as  been  resur- 

*  rected  from  the  grave.  The 

)v  resurrecll0n  of  our  Lord 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  pivotal 
point  of  our  faith.  When  we 
begin  discussing  or  studying 
^MLJHBthe  resurrection  of  Jesus 
Hanvey  Christ,  we  must  have  that 

deep  and  abiding  assurance  in  and  belief  in  the 
resurrection  of  our  Master.  He  conquered  sin 
and  death.  He  is  the  first  fruits  from  the  grave. 
He  is  the  one  who  is  able  to  say  even  now,  “I 
am  alive,  and  I  am  the  resurrection,  the  truth, 
and  the  life.” 

When  we  look  at  Jesus  we  are  filled  with  awe 


plained  that  Jesus  had  been  raised  from  the  ing  able  to  tell  so  that  others  might  understand 
dead  as  he  had  promised.  He  was  no  longer  the  resurrection,  too.  We  need  to  be  encourag- 
there.  He  had  risen!  The  words  of  Luke  24:7  ing  in  our  message  to  other  people  about  the 
come^  to  mind,  “The  Son  of  Man  must  be  resurrection  of  Christ, 
delivered  into  the  uands  of  sinful  men  and  be  Adults  who  might  be  in  despair  about  life 
crucified  and  the  third  day  rise  again.”  itself  can  be  led  to  understand  that  there  is  hope 

From  our  perspective  and  study  during  the  in  life  when  considering  the  reaction  of  the 
course  of  these  four  lessons  about  the  Passion  women  who  received  the  news  of  Jesus’  resur- 
Week  of  Jesus,  we  know  the  mockery  took  rection.  Their  concern  was  to  tell,  their  concern 
place;  the  trial  took  place;  the  death  took*  was  to  share,  and  just  as  surely  as  we  have  an 
place;  and  now  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  has  abiding  faith  in  Christ,  our  need,  our  reaction, 
been  assured.  It  has  been  attested  to.  The  tomb  is  to  share. 

is  empty.  Our  response  to  God  is  to  share  the  validity 

Adults  who  find  it  difficult  to  believe  what  of  our  personal  faith.  In  the  sharing  of  our  faith 

they  have  not  seen  can  be  led  to  affirm  their  we  remove  the  skepticism  of  many,  and  we 

belief  in  the  resurrection  through  this  study,  magnify  the  hope  that  Christians  have  for  this 
Just  as  surely  as  Jesus  said,  “I  am  going  to  be  life  and  for  eternity  because  of  the  resurrec- 
raised  from  the  dead,”  he  was!  And  just  as  tion  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead.  He  is  alive! 
surely  as  he  said,  “I  am  coming  again,”  he  Let  this  hope  and  assurance  abound  in  you. 
will !  We  are  convinced  of  the  resurrection  of  Let  the  Christ  of  the  resurrection  magnify 

Christ  by  what  happens  in  us.  The  attestation  himself  through  your  life.  He  is  alive!  He  is  not 

of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  is  in  us.  We  need  to  dead!  He  lives  in  his  own. 

be  concerned  enough  about  believing  and  be-  Robert  Hanvey  is  pastor.  First,  Hazlehurst. 


at  the  power  of  God  to  raise  him  from  the  dead. 
The  pivotal  point  of  our  faith  is  the  resurrec¬ 
tion.  The  resurrection  of  Jesus  provides  hope 
for  the  lifeand  for  eternity,  and  we  need  to  be 
able  to  affirm  our  belief  in  Jesus’  resurrection 
and  tell  what  the  resurrection  means  to  us.  In 
the  telling  of  what  the  resurrection  means  to 
us  we  are  sharing  with  others  who  do  not 
believe  as  we  believe,  and  we  say  to  them, 
“Because  Jesus  lives,  I  love,  too.” 

When  we  look  at  the  account  from  our  focal 
passage  (Luke 23: 55-24: 11),  we  understand  that 
the  women  who  observed  the  tomb  in  which 
Jesus’  body  was  placed,  went  home  to  prepare 
the  spies  in  order  to  anoint  his  body.  They 
rested  on  the  sabbath  and  returned  early  on  the 
first  day  of  the  week  to  anoint  the  body  as  they 
had  planned.  When  they  arrived,  they  found  the 
tomb  empty,  and  as  they  wandered  about  the 
empty  tomb  two  men  appeared  to  them  and  ex- 


Evidence  for  Jesus’  resurrection  is  empty  tomb 

Bv  Charles  Weslev  A  J 


others  after  the  resurrection.  The  Apostle  Paul 
records  that  Jesus  “appeared  to  more  than  five 
hundred  brethren  at  one  time”  (1  Cor.  15:6). 
One  of  those  appearances  was  to  Mary 
Magdalene  outside  the  tomb.  At  first  Mary 
Magdalene  failed  to  recognize  Jesus.  But  when 
Jesus  called  her  name  she  knew  him.  This  ap¬ 
pearance  and  the  others  add  further  evidence 
supporting  the  resurrection. 

In  addition  to  the  above  three  evidences  of 
the  resurrection,  there  is  the  evidence  found  in 
the  continuing  existence  and  growth  of  the 
church.  Moreover,  we  can  observe  the  chang¬ 
ed  lives  of  the  disciples  and  the  changed  lives 
of  Christians  today.  After  the  resurrection  the 
dejected  and  defeated  disciples  turned  into  bold 
and  energetic  proclaimers  of  the  gospel.  Even 
though  there  is  ample  and  substantial  evidence 
to  answer  the  questions  of  a  skeptic,  the  fact 
of  the  resurrection  is  to  be  accepted  in  faith. 

Also,  we  should  remember  that  it  is  our  con¬ 
tinuing  mission  to  proclaim  the  resurrection  to 
the  world.  We  are  proclaimers  of  a  hope  bas¬ 
ed  on  the  historical  fact  of  the  resurrection. 

Charles  Wesley  is  pastor,  Morrison  Chapel, 
Cleveland. 
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UPDATE 

“DRESS  A  CHILD  AT  EASTER 

Our  Goal  $140,000.00 
Given  Through  April  9,  1987  $78,519 
Needed  To  Reach  Goal  $61,480.8* 


$150  Will  dress  a  High  School  or  College  Student 
$100.00  will  dress  a  10-14  year  old 
$85.00  will  dress  a  child  10  years  and  under 


Mr.  William  E4  Swetlaad 

Mr.  *  Mr*  Joe  B  Williams 
Harry  4  Margaret  Rayburn 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Guy  Branscome 
Miss  Mae  Caldwell 
Mr.  it  Mrs.  Hayes 
Branscome 
Mr.  Frank  Tatum 
Mrs.  Fern  M.  Lyter 
Mrs.  Eliza  Taylsr 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Raymond  Felten 
Rhesa  Thornton 
Mrs.  Lillie  Corbin 
Mary  Ann  O’Brien 
Mr  it  Mrs.  J.  H.  Sterling 
James  E.  Tousinau 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  D.  E.  Muchow 
Mr.  Simon  Turner 
Mrs.  John  Quinn,  Jr. 
Philathea  Sunday  School. 

FBC,  Greenwood 
Mrs.  Davie  P.  Garrott 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Carl  M.  Kelly 
Miss  Ruth  Pate  Womack 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  L.  Abies 
Mrs.  Eunice  S.  Kennedy 
Genie  Shewmake 
Hilda  Wilson 
Mrs.  Ray  Upton 


Mrs  J.  K.  Woiverton 
Mr.  Wilson  Y  irden 
Mrs  Rosa  M  Miller 
Mrs.  Margaret  Sandufer 
Torrey  Wood 
Sam  it  Margaret  Dribben 
Mr.  it  Mrs.  Edwin  Spivey  Jr. 
Mr  k  Mrs  Bill  Vandevender 
J.  D.  Wade 
Mr  it  Mrs.  John  A. 
Crawford.  Jr 
Mrs.  Mary  Sue  Walker 
Mrs.  L.  D.  Harvison 
Dr  it  Mrs.  Jack  L.  Herring 
Wesley  Stephens  Walker 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Zack  Ray 
Mitchell 
Edwin  Wallsce 
Mrs.  Robert  D.  Hart  it 
Family 

Mrs.  Allie  Walley 

Sr.  Adult  S.S.  Class,  Lake 
Como  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  R.  P.  Walters 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Lucian  A  Ward 
Mrs.  Mellie  Ware 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Hobart  Brooks 
Mrs.  Nettie  Weeks 
Ann  It  Chuck  Thornton 


Dan  Westbrook 

Mildred  k  Reed  Carter 
Ed  k  Ramona  Mardis 
Mr.  k  Mrs  Herbert  Miller 


Mrs.  Grace  C arbiter* 

Mr  k  Mrs  Don  R  Baker 
Wilma  it  Maurice  Brown 
Mr.  OUie  Francis  Chandler 
Mr  it  Mrs  Tom  Rice 
Lillian  Chapman 
Mr.  Owen  Warren 
Braxton  Clanton 
Mr  it  Mrs  James  Adron 
Bryant 

Knight's  Farm  Supply.  Inc. 
Mrs.  Nancy  J  Poe  k  Family 
Mr.  Woodrow  Clifton 
Ms  Linda  Willard 
Mr.  Newt  Coaker 
Mrs  Mary  Whatley  Miller 
Larry  C.  Cole 
Mr  it  Mrs  Ira  D.  Fowler 
Mr  it  Mrs  G  O  Sanford 


Mr  James  B.  Nicholson 
Miss  Marianne  Strickland 
Timmy  Whittington 
Mr  k  Mrs  Ken  Allen 
Mr.  Guy  Williams 
Joe  k  Nellie  McCain 
Mrs.  B.  C.  Williams 
Mr  it  Mrs  John  F  Rollins 
Billy  Williams 
Thurman  and  Sue  Purvis 
Mrs.  Efrie  Williams 
Mr.  it  Mrs.  Grady  L  Vance 
Mrs.  Margret  C.  Williams 


Licanaed  by  the  Staf  of  Mississippi 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is 
hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

Mrs.  Ruth  A.  Furey 

Mr  k  Mrs.  Harry  W.  Dykes  Mary  Belle  Stokes 
Mrs.  B.  M.  Seale  Mrs.  Antonia  Bates 

Anthony  Parker  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Swain 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Sanford  Officers  k  Directors. 

McNemar  Trustmark  National 

Missy  k  Sanford 
Mr.  Brad  Parker 
Mr.  it  Mrs.  Quentin  Rives 
Mr.  Sam  Patterson 
Joe  &  Joy  Marshall 
Miss  Alma  Jean  Peden 
Mrs.  Fern  L.  Richardson 
Mrs.  Irene  Perry  —  * 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  C  Nordan 
Mrs.  Julian  Perryman 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Ranson 
Mrs.  Y'irginia  S.  Person 
Cleo  Parkman 
Mrs.  Lottie  E.  Pickering 
Ruby  S.  Boggan 
Laura  &  Billy  Tyson 
Mrs.  Oma  G  Scott 
Verna  Peden  Pippin 
Faye  &  Austin  Smith 
Eugene  Pittman 
Mrs.  Rosa  W  Pittman 
Mr.  it  Mrs.  L.  K.  Pounds 
Mr  Fred  D.  Evans  Jr 
Mr.  Murray  L.  Quin 
Mr.  it  Mrs.  C.  L.  Hazlewood 
Mrs.  Alice  Melton 
Mr.  it  Mrs.  W..H  Turnipseed 
John  &  Linda  Mabry 
Mrs.  Ivy  Quin 
Mr.  it  Mrs.  W.  J.  Cruise 
Mrs.  WiUie  Redd 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Cutts 
Reba  Rhea 

Mr.  it  Mrs  Wendell  R 
Stewart 

Mrs.  O.  A.  Rhodes 
Mrs  Bessie  T.  Parish 
Miss  Jessie  Threlfall 
Mr.  William  Rode 
Mrs.  Alyce  R.  Clark 
Mr  k  Mrs  Leo  Owens 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Sanders 
Mrs.  J.  0.  Sanders 
Stacey  M.  Sellers 
Brooke,  Blake  it  Brandy 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Bill  Stanley 
Mrs.  Dussie  B.  Shackelford 
Sam  k  Marjorie  Carter 
Allan  Shaw 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Delane  Andrews 
k  Family 

Mr.  Frank  ShawMooky 

Mrs.  W.  S.  (Mary)  Temey 
Joe  k  Glenda  Rogers 
Bobby  k  Chrystelle  Thames 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Virgil  Bigham 


Gen.  W.  P.  Wilson 
Mrs  Frances  T  Brvanl 
Tammy  Woodcock 
Mr.  4  Mrs  James  S  Pilgrim 
Mrs.  Tommie  Woodruff 
Ladies  S.S.  Class.  Good  Hope 
Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Pauline  Woods 
Mrs  Dorothy  T  Lange 
Dr.  S.  R.  Woodson 
Mr  4  Mrs.  C.  E  Farmer 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Malcolm  W 
Heard 

Mildred  C.  Wooten 

Mrs  B  B  Stamps 
Lesley  Worsham 

Mr  &  Mrs  N  C  Shook 

Mrs.  Gertie  Worthry 

Mr  &  Mrs  Billy  Walker 
Bobby  Joe  Walker 
Mr  Emmett  Y  oung 

Mr  it  Mrs  John  Harpole  & 
Ellen 

Mr  it  Mrs  Lawrence 
Kenneth  III 


Gny  Cook 

Mr  4  Mrs  Ira  D  Fowler 
Mrs.  Talley  A.  Cooper 
Mrs.  Betty  E  Griffin 
Mr.  Horace  Crane 
Mr  4  Mrs  Carl  Lowry 
Richard  B.  (Jack)  Cruse 
Mrs  Adelle  M  Cruse 
Mrs.  Bessie  Daniel 
Mrs  Larry  O'Conner 

Mrs.  Florence  Davenport 

Mr  &  Mrs  W  R  TUI 
Captain  L.  E.  Davis 
Mrs  Frank  M.  Lee 


MEMORIALS 


MARCH  13  -  26 


Mr.  Robert  Jones 

Skyward  S.S.  Class. 

Highland,  Meridian 
Mrs.  Leona  H.  Jones 
Mr  &  Mrs  W.  J.  Cruise 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  W.  H.  Turnipseed 
L.  Donald  Jordan 
Dr.  &  Mrs  Chester  Lake  Jr. 
Mr.  Odie  Kemp 
Susan.  Mickey  &  Meagan 
Stokes 

Mrs.  Cornelia  “Nelia”  Flake 
Kennedy 

Mr.  it  Mrs.  Raymond  Ristom 
Mr  &  Mrs  T.  J.  Tucker 
Mrs.  Kathy  Zanier 
Mr.  it  Mrs.  Lawrence 
Tilghmon 
Hilda  Wilson 
Mrs.  Mary  Jo  Kennedy 
Mr.  &  Mrs  Jimbo 
Burkhalter 

Ms.  Christine  Carithers 
Mr.  Henry  M.  King,  Sr. 

The  Talmadge  McNairs 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Kitchings 
Mr  &  Mrs  Howard  Weavei* 
Henry  Knight 
Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A.  R.  Koon 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  E.  B.  Senter 
Mrs.  Gertrude  Lamon 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  John  E.  Pritchett 
Greg  LaOrange 
Mrs.  Antonia  Bates 
Sister  of  Harriet  Lee 
(Margarita) 

Crosby  Garden  Club 
Mrs.  Marion  Lillis 
Dr.  4  Mrs.  Wm.  F.  Everett 
Mrs.  Mary  Luaceford 
Mrs.  Lena  M.  Boling 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Marsh 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Quentin  Rives 
Mrs.  Lela  Martin 
The  Tommy  Hancock  Family 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Basil 
Hilderbrand 
Adelle  Mayaor 
Ms.  Gladys  Cruise 
Mr.  Ruby  McBrayer 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Carroll  Palmer 


1  Mr*.  Edna  J.  Dear 
Mrs  S  A  Mahaffev 
Mr.  V  E.  Denmark 
Mr  it  Mrs  Don  Harmount 
Parker  Dinwitn* 

Mr  &  Mrs  Ira  D  Fowler 
Mr.  Cecil  Donahue  A  Clay 
'  Ms  Edith  Gibson 
Mr.  (  eeil  Donahoe 
Gladys  it  Willie  Frederick 
Leroy  &  Geraialine  Thomas 
Mrs  l>eu  is  Myers 
William  &  Eddie  Lou 
Peacock 
Addie  Downer 
Mr  Joyce  Cox 
Mrs.  Lula  Edwards 
Mr  A  Mrs  A.  J  Davis 
Chris  Newman 
Fred  A  Rose  Powers 
Eugene  Ellis 
Mr  Eugene  Osborn 
Miss  Mildred  Ellis 
Smith  &  Moyselie  Cade 
Mrs  Brock  Craft 
Mary  Dunning 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Vardaman 
Ellington 

David  4  Mark  Emory 
Mr  4  Mrs  Ira  D  Fowler 
Ottis  Farmer 
Mrs  Maryone  Stamps 
Mr.  Leo  Fillingane 
Ms  Leslie  S  Turner 
Charles  Forbes 
Mrs  GUdys  M  Slayden 
Daniel  Jacob  Fowler 
Mr  4  Mrs  Ira  D  Fowler 
Margaret  Gardner 
Mr  4  Mrs  Sanford 

McNemar  4  Daughter 
Mrs.  Maud  Winchester 
Gardner 

Mr  4  Mrs  Langdon  Head 
Mrs.  Bobby e  Givens 
Dons  L.  Brewer 
Mr  4  Mrs  Paul  J  Jaggs  rs 
Mr.  Jerry  M.  Gough 
Dr.  4  Mrs  Frank  L  Butler 
Mrs.  Nannie  Mae  Googh 
Mr  4  Mrs  Amos  Collins 
Mr  4  Mrs  H  E  Dawkins 
Mr.  Wayne  Grothman.  Sr. 

Mr  John  C  Wilson  Jr 
FBC.  Adult  II  Class. 
Greenville 
Mrs.  Willie  Gunn 
Mrs  Beatrice  Ratcliff 


MARCH  27 
APRIL  8 


Mrs.  Lester. Alexander 
Mrs.  Josie  Ritchie 
Mr.  Frank  AUegrezza 
Ms.  Ruby  Wachter 
Anne  Allen 

Mr  4  Mrs  C  W.  Makamson 

Mr.  Webb  Allen 
Mrs  Paul  H  Ellsworth 
Mrs.  Jean  Allen 
Dr  4  Mrs  James  C  Griffin 


Mr.  Upton  L.  Almon  Sr. 

Mr  4  Mrs  Tom  Rice 
Mr.  James  Arinder 
Mr.  4  Mrs  R  H  Bradford 
Linda  and  Carlye 


Mr.  4  Mrs  Deiane  Andrews 

Mrs.  Evelyn  Arnold 
Mrs.  Lillian  S.  Bottrell 
Mrs.  Cora  Atbey 
Mrs.  G.  E  Hart 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  John  MUler  Jr. 
Mrs.  Rnby  Lee  Austin 
Ed  4  Mary  Ruth  Phillips 
Miss  Carrie  Aveat 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Tom  Rice 
Mr.  Bernard  Bailey 
Dorcas  S.S.  Class.  Meridian 
Mr.  Samuel  M.  Bailey 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Billy  Moore 
Mrs.  KMtye  Barefoot 
.  Mrs  Harris  Love 
Mr*.  S.  F.  Beck 
Wilma  4  Maurice  Brown 
William  G.  Berry 
Mr.  L.  Edward  Griffin 
Mrs.  Naomi  Blackburn 
Bob  4  Jean  Taylor 
Mrs.  Sadie  Blackmon 
Mr  4  Mrs  Amos  Collins 
Mrs.  Pearl  Blaylock 
Mr  4  Mrs  S.  R  Hammond 
Mrs.  Bobo 


“For  since  by  man  came  death,  by  man  came 
also  the  resurrection  of  the  dead.  For  as  in 
Adam  all  die,  even  so  in  Christ  shaH  all  be' 
made  alive".  1  Corinthians  15:21-22 


“CHRISTIANITY  begins  where  religion  ends  .  .  .  with  the 
RESURRECTION". 

Anonymous 


Mrs.  Hazel  McDoaaH 
Mr  4  Mrs  W.  B.  Badon 
Mr.  Hermaa  G.  McKay 
Billy  F.  Wilson 
Mrs.  Clyde  L.  Thomas 
Mrs.  R.  L.  McKinney 
Mrs  Bessie  T.  Parish 
Miss  Jessie  Threlfall 
Mrs.  Margaret  Laird  McMahan 
Mr  4  Mrs  Charles  W  Smith 
Mr.  Hugh  Medders 
Joe  4  Nellie  McCain 
Miss  Glidys  Meyers 
Mrs.  Lorena  B.  Newman 
Miss  Janice  Mitchell 
Mr.  4  Mrs  T.  I.  Johnson 
Brooks  Moffltt 
Mr  4  Mrs  Wendell  R 
Stewart 

Mrs.  Jewel  Montgomery 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Woodrow  Tullos 
Mrs.  Eula  Moore 
Ms.  Mary  Jane  Lyle 
J.  E.  "Dude"  Morgan 
Mrs  Lorena  B.  Newman 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Morgan 
Ms  Elsa  J.  Hays 
Porter  Moughey  • 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Sanford 
McNemar 
Missy  4  Sanford 
Mrm.  Gladys  Mollen 
Mr  4  Mrs.  James  T.  Ballard 
Mr.  Hath  W.  Mullins 


Dear  Friend  of  Children 


Cloudy,  wintry  days  punctured  by  windy  gusts  challenge  our  en¬ 
thusiasm,  often  pressuring  us  with  the  temptation  to  wonder  aloud  if 
the  beauty  of  springtime  will  ever  arrive.  God’s  scheduled  design, 
however,  is  inevitable!  The  flowers  bloom,  the  trees  are  laced  with  life 
and  the  monotonous  of  the  earthly  is  transformed  by  the  colorfulness 
of  the  heavenly. 


Mr.  Julian  Sherman 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Bernard  Stein 
Chico  4  Mary  Taylor 
Harold  F.  Shivers 
Mr  4  Mrs  C.  E.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Estelle  Shoemake 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Doug  Mauldin 


(To  be  continued) 


Mrs.  W  alter  S.  Boland 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Cecil  M  Boland 
Carrie  Bonnell 
Mrs  J  N.  McGrau 
Raymond  Booth 
Mr  4  Mrs  Charles  D  Bell 
Mrs.  R.  L.  Boykin 
Mr  4  Mrs  Amos  Collins 
Mavis  4  Sue  Britl 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Ira  D  Fowler 
Hal  B.  Brock 
Y’an  Weet  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Eala  Cooper  Brookshire 
Mrs  Howard  C  Williams 
Mr  4  Mrs  J  S  Knight 
Mrs.  Esteen  Brown 
Kennedy-Ritchie  S.S  Class. 
Brookhaven 
Mr.  R.  L.  Butler 
Mr  4  Mrs  A.  A  Roebuck 
Mrs.  Susie  Caldwell 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Clayton 

Lawrence _ 


Mrs.  M.  B.  Martin 
Mrs.  Vera  Sinclair 
Mrs  Lorena  B  Newman 
Mr.  Billy  Smith 
Mr  Steve  Howard 
Mr.  Doug  Smith 
Rev.  4  Mrs.  James  C.  Carr 
Mr.  Ray  Smith 
Mr  4  Mrs.  C.  E.  Carnes 
Mrs.  Gussle  Smith 
Mrs.  Lois  C.  Goodwin 
Mrs.  W.  E.  (Myra)  Smith 
Mr.  4  Mrs  James  A. 

Ha thorn 

Patricia  Ann  Holman  Smith 
Mr  4  Mrs  Jack  H.  Rice 
Mrs.  Naomi  Spighl 
Ms  A.  E  Anderson 
Mrs.  Sam  B.  Bounds 
Ms  Mary  Jane  Lyle 
Mr.  Melvin  Steen 
Mr  4  Mrs  Ben  Turney 


Some  things  never  seem  to  change.  The  needs  of  dependent  and 
abused  children  in  Mississippi  will  not  go  away.  Therefore,  Paul  N.  Nun¬ 
nery,  our  Executive  Director,  requested  me  to  remind  you  of  our  DRESS 
A  CHILD  AT  EASTER  opportunity.  You  should  know  that  your  gifts  help 
underwrite  our  annual  clothing  and  shoe  budget  in  general  and 
specifically  provides  new  church  clothing  for  spring  and  summer. 

On  behalf  of  the  children  on  The  India  Nunnery  Campus,  Farrow  Manor 
Campus,  at  Dickerson  Place,  at  Deanash,  at  Reedy  Acres  and  in  our  New 
Albany  Group  Home  I  thank  you  in  advance  for  helping  us  reach  our 
$140,000.00  goal. 


HONORS 


Annie  Barkley 

TEL  S.S  Class.  Charleston 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  I..  M.  Bradford 
Mr  A  Mrs  Frank  Ainsworth 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Gtlfoy 
Hope  S  S  Class,  FBC. 
Jackson 

Mrs.  Johnnie  Bess  Grubbs 
Mrs.  Randall  M  Ainsworth 
Katherine  Hill 
Faithful  Followers  SS  Class. 
Pontotoc 

Mrs.  Lucy  Hudspeth 
Dorcas  Sunday  School  Class. 
Magee 

Dr.  E.  D.  Reynolds 
Mrs  Elene  W  Wellons 
Kevin  Lane  White 


Yours  because  His, 

KERMIT  D.  McGREGOR 
Director  of  Public  Relations 
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Intensive  care 


Drugs  are  just  as  deadly 
as  a  loaded  gun. 

Don't  take  chances 
with  your  life 


Glasnost”  is  in  the  ai 
says  citizen  of  Russia 


Alcoholics  anonymous 
and  treatment 


By  Stanley  Crabb 

“  ‘Glasnost’  is  in  the  air  these  days,”  one  copy,”  we  were  told  by  several  —  In  Leningrad  we  heard  the  rec- 
said  a  friend  as  we  strolled  down  a  Baptist  leaders.  We  observed  that  in  tor  of  an  Orthodox  “Spiritual  School” 

Moscow  street  on  a  cold  February  church  services  hymnbooks  do  indeed  (seminary)  openly  express  sorrow 
afternoon.  As  many  citizens  of  the  appear  to  be  in  sufficient  number,  over  the  past  persecution  which  Bap- 
Soviet  Union  these  days,  he  was  ex-  Some  worshippers  brought  Bibles  tists  and  others  suffered  with  the  full 
cited  as  he  told  us  the  implications  of  with  them  to  church  and  followed  as  knowledge  and  obedient  silence  of  his 
the  new  campaign  of  “openness”  passages  were  read.  Our  young  In-  State-Church.  He  expressed  open  joy 
which  his  government  is  presently  tourist  guide  told  us  she,  too,  had  read  at  the  possibility  of  the  warm  relation-, 
carrying  out.  “Corrupt  public  of-  the  Bible  “in  order  to  learn  more  ships  now  being  developed  among 
ficials,  even  Communist  leaders  in  about  it.”  She  had  checked  her  copy  Christian  believers  of  different 
some  cases,  are  being  put  in  prison  for  out  of  a  People’s  (Public)  Library,  denominations.  His  openness  was 
their  wrong  doings.  We  can  even  although  she  had  seen  copies  somewhat  disarming,  but  reminded 
speak  openly  about  our  problems.  The  available  in  the  library  of  her  local  us  of  a  scene  we  had  witnessed  the 
‘air’  is  becoming  freer  again.”  Communist  headquarters  library.  “If  previous  week,  of  the  Orthodox 

Indeed,  “glasnost”  —  openness  —  is  y°u  want  to  purchase  one  you  may  do  Metropolitan  Alexei  speaking  in  the 
everywhere.  Many  people  are  saying  80  at  the  Orthodox  Church  for  about  pulpit  of  the  Moscow  Baptist  Church 
glasnost  has  reached  the  point  of  no  20  Rubles  ( US$30),”  she  told  us.  An  Or-  -  clear  evidence  of  the  grace  of  God, 
return.  Certainly  even  the  casual  thodox  priest  confirmed  her  story,  but  also  of  the  new  spirit  of  openness 
observer  from  the  West  realizes  Some  BaPbst  pastors  tell  their  people  which  is  commonplace, 
something  new  and  wonderful  is  hap-  not  to  hoard  Bibles.  “If  you  have  more  —  The  new  possibility  for  churches 
pening  within  the  Soviet  Union,  and  than  one  on  y°ur  shelf  y^  should  to  register  with  the  government  as 
one  can  only  hope  and  gray  that  it  will  share  the  extra  with  non-believers,”  “autonomous  churches,”  that  is,  as 
continue  indefinitely  as  a  vital  con-  one  of  them  told  me  legally  constituted  churches  which 

tribution  to  world  peace.  —  The  quantity  of  Christian  can  ch°ose  not  to  participate  in  the 

Glasnost  is  more  than  just  a  word,  literature  being  imported  and  printed  ^nomir^tkZl  £nowthe  only 
our  friend  told  us.  It  has  many  ap-  m  the  Soviet  Union  is  definitely  on  the  told 

plications,  and  its  effects  are  being  increase.  Several  USSR  Republics  are  h  h  h  w 

leUa.dKple.elsoMifetotheU^R  Uoguage |car„ed  ,hat 

Baptists  and  other  Christians  are  **  JKhtert  proofs  of  the  third  |u„1-hm 

likewise  discovering  its  applications  volume  of  hymns  for  church  choirs,  to 

to  the  area  of  religious  faith  We  were  be  published  this  year.  m^t  regularly  and  have  been  doing 

,.  re  gMKr  iann.  we  were  wp  had  aiu;a«  hoard  nni«  A»>  so  for  years  without  harassment  from 

discussing  our  own  observations  and  ~  We  had  always  heard  of  only  one  .  r  . . .. .  ...  ____ 

discoveries  with  our  friend.  As  a  Baptist  church  serving  the  large  city 

member  of  a  Baptist  church  belong-  of  Moscow,  the  sixth-largest  city  in  the  kKa.  s,mPly  J^ust  learn  to 

ing  to  the  All-Union  Council  of  world  We  discovered  with  joy  there  i  tu  t  i  o  n  °£m  a  r ;?n  Jth!? than 

Evangelical  Christians-Baptists  are  in  23  BaPtist  churches  in  the 

( AUCECB ) ,  he  listened  while  my  wife  metropolitan  area.  The  Moscow  Cen-  ’ 

and  I  shared  with  him  our  ex-  tral  Church  is  just  the  most  well-  ,0"ger  derated  under  Glasnost 

periences.  We  had  justspent  ^ndays  p“C  integral  part  of  Baptist  student  develop 

visit, ng  eight  Baptist  churchy, n  four  g** there  are  no  limitations  for  Christians  “,n,atnes  at  the  University  of  fice  all 
cities  of  the  Soviet  Union.  We  saw  ^n_/0r^  a^"fn  within  the  Soviet  Umon.  It  is,  after  all.  Za^  M  „  ,,  years  d 

glasnost  with  our  own  eyes.  Sadism  Y  a  self-proclaimed  “atheist”  state  Monde  Muyangwa ,  23  will  enter  charact, 

—  In  Estonia  Baptists  are  reading  8  However,  while  the  State  does  not  University  in  London  in  Oc-  Bird  i 

a  theological  journal  which  is  publish-  —  Young  people  are  taking  an  ac-  favor  the  spread  of  the  faith,  it  is  .  Pursae  a  master  s  degree  in 

ed  quarterly  by  a  small  group  of  Bap-  tive  part  in  church  life.  They  are  sing-  nevertheless  true  that  the  present  1  ,  JJ,  ,al  relations,  she  was 

tist  leaders  there.  The  journal,  Logos,  ing  in  youth  choirs,  playing  in  youth  period  of  openness  is  beginning  to  se  ^ctedf  trom  among  hundreds  of  i— — 

ts  hand-typed  by  a  group  of  volunteers  orchestras,  attending  services,  study-  remove  some  of  the  hindrances  to  the  aPP,can  or  e  prestigious  scholar 

from  the  churches.  They  make  80  ing  the  Bible  in  increasing  numbers  free  expression  of  religious  faith  s  ‘P;  . 


Zambia’s  Rhodes  scholar 
is  Baptist  student  worker 


Florida’s  plan  to  tax  churches  fizzles 


TALLAHASSEE,  Fla.  (BP)  —  “There  is  no  sentiment  to  tax  the  cleaners  and  most  other  service- 
Florida’s  attempt  to  force  churches  to  services  rendered  by  churches,”  said  oriented  professions  to  charge 
collect  sales  tax  apparently  has  Bill  Tbwnsend,  general  counsel  for  the  customers  sales  tax. 
fizzled.  Department  of  Revenue  in  The  new  law,  which  will  take  effect 

Following  the  lead  set  in  Gov.  Bob  Tallahassee  July  1,  reportedly  would  force  chur- 

Martinez’s  proposed  budget,  the  “They  will  have  the  same  status  ches  to  collect  sales  tax  on  certain  ac- 
Florida  House  Finance  and  Taxation  they  currently  enjoy.”  tivities,  such  as  retreats,  weddings 

Committee  is  expected  to  propose  that  The  sales- tax  exemptions  for  chur-  and  funerals,  if  those  services  are  of 
the  state  retain  the  law  that  exempts  ches  and  other  non-profit  groups  were  fered  for  fixed  fees, 
churches  and  other  non-profit  groups  cancelled  late  last  year  when  the 

from  charging  sales  tax  on  services  Florida  legislature  voted  to  raise  Greg  Warner  is  associate  editor  of 
they  provide.  revenue  by  forcing  accountants,  dry  the  Florida  Baptist  Witness. 


To  enjoy  a  friend,  I  need  more  in 
common  with  him  than  hating  the 
same  people  (Frank  Clark) 


